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Lucknow likely to host
Yoga Day event this year
LUCKNOW

Lucknow is likely to host the
main event of the
International Day of Yoga
(IDY) celebrations in which
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
may also participate, a senior
State BJP leader said.

He said that the Ayush
Ministry has proposed
Lucknow as the venue for the
main function for IDY
celebrations this year and is
waiting for final nod from the
Prime Minister's Office.
Earlier, the government was
considering Bhopal, Jaipur,
Ahmedabad, Ranchi and
Bengaluru as possible venues
of the function. pri



i PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU

RERSCEL

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

HARA DR

Pioneer, Delhi

Mon, 17 Apr 2017, Page 7

Width: 27.91 cms, Height: 8.21 cms, a3r, Ref: 40.2017-04-17.122

Lucknow to hold Int| Yoga Day! Speculations rife

PNS m LUCKNOW

Wlth p0331bﬂ1ty of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

visiting Lucknow for a day on
June 21 there is speculation that
main function of the
International Yoga Day will be
held in the State capital

A senior BJP leader told
The Pioneer that it is expected
that main focus on
International Yoga Day will be
in Lucknow probably because

Prime Minister would be com-
ing here for day. “Though,
PMO has not cleared the trip,
BJP leaders want PM Modi
and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath to jointly take
part in the mega event,” the
leader said on condition of
anonymity.

The rumors have started
gaining grounds after Joint
Secretary in AYUSH Ministry
Anurag Srivastava held a meet-
ing with Chief Secretary Rahul

Bhatnagar about holding the
event jointly by Central and
State Governments.

The meeting that took
place on Wednesday issued
directives to  Health
Department to work in tandem
with the AYUSH Department
to hold this mega event.
Bhatnagar had issued a state-
ment claiming that 50,000 chil-
dren would be taking part in
this International Yoga event,
Officials were asked to look for

a ground where 50,000 students
can do yoga.

“This yoga camp could be
led by Prime Minister. BJP has
sent the request to PMO
through proper channel but we
are yet to hear from them,” the
leader said.

The directives issued by the
Government said that chil-
dren would be given small
water bottles, T shirts and
yoga mat, These children will
also be imparted training,

During Akhilesh Yadav
regime, mternatlonal Yoga Day
was celebrated as a low key
affair. Central Government

?amsatlons including CRPF

held yoga camp at KD Singh
Babu stadium last year which
was led by Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh. This
camp was primarily attended
by BJP leaders and officials of
the Central Government. With
the change of Government the
situation has taken a turn.
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Lucknow likely to host Yoga Day event this vear

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
LUCKNOW, 16 APRIL

The City of Nawabs is likely
to host the main event of the
International Day of Yoga
(IDY) celebrations in which
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi may also participate.

"Lucknow islikely to hold
the main event of the Inter-
national Day of Yoga, which
falls on June 21. However, a
final decision in this regard
is yet to be taken," a senior
state BJP leader said.

He said that the Ayush Min-
istryhas proposed Lucknowas
the venue for the main func-
tionforIDY celebrations this year
and is waiting for final nod
from the Prime Minister's Office.

Earlier, the government
was considering Bhopal,
Jaipur, Ahmedabad, Ranchi
and Bengaluru as possible
venues for the event.

The Union Ayush Min-
istryis also planning to organ-
ise a major yoga event in at
least one cityin each district
across the country.

The ministry zeroed in on
Lucknow as the possible
venue at areview meeting on
the preparations for the IDY
which is observed on June 21.

The official website of
the Ayush ministry on its
webpage pertaining to Inter-
national Day of Yoga also
requests the people visiting
the page to make the fol-
lowing pledge -- "I pledge to
make Yoga an integral part
of my daily life." So far, 2.6
lakh visitors have pledged to
make Yoga an integral part

of their daily life.

The first IDY celebration
was organised at Rajpath in
New Delhi on June 21, 2015
inwhich representatives of 191
countries had participated.
Last year, the main function
took place in Chandigarh.

The United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, heedingtoacall
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, had made adeclaration
inDecember 2014 to observe
June 21 as IDY every year.

On March 29, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,

while addressing the three-day
UP Yoga Mahotsava in Luc-
know, had said that 'Surya
Namaskar' was similar to
'Namaz' (prayers) offered by
Muslims and those opposing
the yogic exercise wanted to
divide the society on reli-
gious lines.

Adityanath, whohadin the
pastlashed out at a section of
Muslims for terming the prac-
tice of 'Surya Namaskar' as "un-
Islamic", said the Sun saluta-
tion was a beautiful example
of religious harmony.
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