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congquestionsPMon

15 Augnotebanclaim

AzadsaysModi'sclaimisinclear contrasttowhattheRBlhassaid

SNS & PTI
NEW DELHI, 16 AUGUST

he Congress on

Wednesday ques-

tioned Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi
over figures quoted in his
Independence Dayspeech
on demonetisation, and
asked him howhe knew that
Rs three lakh crore had
come into the bankingsys-
tem when the RBI was still
counting notes.

Senior Congress
spokesperson Ghulam Nabi
Azad said the claim made
by the Prime Minister on
Tuesday of Rs threelakh crore
getting into the banking
system post-demonetisa-
tion, is in clear contrast to
what the RBI has said.

“The Prime Minister said
Rs 3 lakh crore which were
not in the banking system
have comeintoit. Weaskthe
Prime Minister, howmuch
money has come in after
demonetisation. We were
told that the RBI is still
counting...it may take
decades to count.

“When RBl s still count-
ingthenhowhas the Prime
Minister comeup with this
Rs3lakh crore figure... Two
contrary stands are being
taken by the Prime Minis-
terofIndiaand the Reserve
Bank of India,” he told
reporters.

Azad, theleader of oppo-
sition in Rajya Sabha, said
this is a big question as

either the Prime Minister or
the RBI is lying.

“Since the counting of
money is in progress, how
can the Prime Minister
make this claim. Is he now
befooling the people of
India?Ifthisinformationis
with the Prime Minister,
then why the Reserve Bank
did notshare thisinforma-
tion in Parliament,” he
asked.

He further said both the
Prime Minister and the RBI
havetoanswerastowhois
lying. He also raised ques-
tions over therecoveryofRs
75,000 crore in blackmoney,
evenas the RBIisstill count-
ingthemoneyandisyetto
come up with asubstantive
figure.

“If the RBI is yet to seg-
regate between the fake
moneyand the blackmoney,

post-demonetisation, then
where did this figure come
from?” Azad asked. Rahul
GandhionWednesdayflayed
the Jammu and Kashmirpol-
icy of the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment, alleging that it
has created a space in the
troubled state for Pakistan
to “misbehave”.

His attack on the gov-
ernment ata Congressrally
here comesadayafter Modi,
in his Independence Day
address, reached out to
Kashmiris, sayingabuses and
bullets would not resolve
their problemsbutembrac-
ing them would.

“He (Modi) has created
an environmentin Jammu
and Kashmir ofhatred and
anger, and the only people
who benefit from violence
and hatred are the Pakista-
nis,” hesaid. Claiming that

he worked on the J-Kissue
with Manmohan Singh,
who was the prime minis-
ter, and leaders like P Chi-
dambaram and Jairam
Ramesh silently without
any‘“dramaortamasha”, he
said their effort of 10 years
was “destroyed by Modi in
one month”,

Doordarshan on
Wednesday said ithas given
“wide coverage” to Tripura
Chief Minister Manik
Sarkar'sIndependence Day
programme but was silent
on his complaint that his
recorded speechwas blacked
out by both Doordarshan
and All India Radio (AIR).

The CPI-M condemned
Doordarshan Kendra, Agar-
tala for blacking out the
Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Sarkar's speech on Inde-
pendence Day.



