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PM lauds women
battling triple talaq

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Days before Su-
preme Courtistogiveitsver-
dict on the legality of triple
talagq, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi once again ca-
me out openly in support of-
Muslim women who have
challenged the constitutio-
nality of oral or instant ta-
lag, pledging support to
them and saying that their
success will be a boost for
women empowerment.

“Theartily commend tho-
sesisterswhohavelaunched
thismovement, who have be-
enfighting against ‘triple ta-
lagq’ and I am confident that
the country will help them
in this struggle,” said Modli,
who has supported the cam-
paign against the controver-
sial practice of oral and in-
stant divorce while electio-
neeringin UPearly thisyear.

Expressing solidarity wi-
th “victims of triple talaq”,
Modi said they had to launch
the campaign because there
was no recourse for them.
“They shook the conscience
of the intellectual class of the
country”, the PM said.

The Supreme Court is ex-
pected to give its verdict by
August 27 when Chief Justice
J S Khehar, who heads the
bench, retires. Centre has op-
posed the practice in court in
the face of the argument of
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Muslim bodies and clerics
that the issue be left for the
community to handle.

Supporting the demand
forthe scrappingof triple ta-
lag and polygamy among
Muslims, the Centre argued
In court that these practices
were not protected by funda-
mental right to practice reli-
gion and that these made wo-
men insecure socially and fi-
nancially.

It countered the argu-
ment that the matter be left
to the Muslim community. It
emphasised that Muslim
personallaw hasnot beenre-
formed in the last 65 years,
and Muslim women, who
constitute 8% of the total po-
pulation, “remain extreme-
ly vulnerable, both socially
and financially” because of
the fear of instant divorce
through triple talaq.




