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Kids with special needs make first
Red Fort appearance in 70 years

FESTIVE MOOD More than 165 children with special needs join |-Day celebrations, applaud by waving hands up in air

« swela.goswami@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: As the crowd cheered
and clapped for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi who hoisted the
national flag at the Red Fort,
there were a special few who
expressed their joy differently.
Theyraised their hands upin the
airandshook them -theindicator
foraclapin signlanguage.
Khushboo, a 13-year old with
hearing impairment, was one of
them. Getting up from her chair
she gasped looking at the tricol-
our being unfurled and hugged
herfriend. She was amongthe 165
children with special needs who,
for the first time in 70 years, had
beeninvited by the Prime Minis-
ter to witness the Independence
Day celebration atthe Red Fort.
“Untilnow, I usedtocelebrate
Independence Day in my school.
My best moment was seeing the
flag go up and the military men
marching,” she told the inter-
preter who wastranslating PM’s
speech andevery announcement ' — ) ' )
insignlanguage for them. = Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets the Bal Krishnas at the lawns of the Red Fort on Tuesday. RAJ K RAJ/HT PHOTO
Eveniftheylooked tired from
beingthere since4am, theenergy
levelsseemedfar from sapped. Be
it the time when the PM’s caval-
cade entered the Red Fort prem-
ises, him receiving the guard of
honour or hundreds of tricol-
oured balloons being released,
the children jumped from their
seats and applauded by shaking
theirhandsupintheair.
“My dream of seeing the Red
Fortisfulfilled. Oncelhad come
here, butit was shut. Itissobeau-
tiful,” said Deepak Jain, a child
with specialneedsfromthe Cen-
tre for Autism and Disability at
Jagriti Vihar. The other three
organizationsthat brought chil-
dren to the Red Fort were
National Institute of Mental
health, the National Institute of
Speech and Hearingand Akshay
Pratishthan.
According to Lalit Narayan,
the nodal officer of the team by
the Ministry of Social Justice,
bringing these children to the
event was planned tothe T. “We
got the invitation from the PM
office on August 1andaround 200
children with special needs were
invited,” he said.




