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Kashmir needs hugs,

Hindustan Times, Delhi

not bullets, says Modi

I-DAY ADDRESS PM salutes soldiers, targets vigilantism and corruption
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NEWDELHI: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi urged a more concilia-
tory approach towards troubled
Kashmir on Tuesday, saying
problems can be solved by
“embracing” the people rather
thanresortingtoabuse or bullets.

Modi’scommentaspartofhis
Independence Day speech signals
a possible shift in his policy
towards Kashmir, wherethe gov-
ernment has been pursuing a
tough line against a surge in
street violence that has Kkilled
about 100 people over the past
year. “I am clear in my beliefon
howtowinthe war againstsepa-
ratism, which is spread by a
handful of people,” Modi said
fromtheramparts ofthe 17th cen-
tury Red Fort.

“The problem will be solved
neither by abuse nor bullets - it
will be solved by embracing all
Kashmiris... And wearemoving
forward with thisresolve.”

In his 57-minute speech, the
shortestof hisfour Independence
Day addresses, the Prime Minis-
ter also enumerated his govern-
ment’seffortsatfighting corrup-
tion, condemned the use of vio-
lencein the name offaith, extolled
the country’sdefence capabilities
and outlined his vision of a new
India.

The speech was silent on for-
eign policy with no mention of
ties with either Pakistan or China
with which New Delhi has been

= Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his address to the nation from the ramparts of the Red Fort

in New Delhi on Tuesday.

involvedinatenseborder stand-
off for almost twomonthsalonga
disputed stretch in Bhutan.
Inlastyear’sspeech, Modi took
aveiled digat Pakistan, mention-
ing Balochistan and Gilgit where
Pakistani military has been
accused of usingexcessiveforce.
Modi’s Tuesday speech drew
criticism from opposition Con-
gress which termed it as “most
disappointing” and an “account
ofthefailure ofthe government”.
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PM’s speech

Party spokesman Anand
Sharmaalsoaccused Modi of triv-
ialisingtherecent deathsof more
than 60 children in a hospital in
Gorakhpur by equating them
with natural calamities.

In Kashmir, the speech was
welcomed cautiously. Moderate
separatistleader Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq said the region’s prob-
lems could be solved if “human-
ismand justice” replaced bullets
and abuses.

In a series of tweets, former
state chiefminister Omar Abdul-
lah said: “The proof of the pud-
dingisintheeating. Welook for-
ward to being embraced in the
warm grip of understanding,
acceptance &respect.

“PM Modi’s words for Kash-
mirhavebeen very well received
by people here but everyonehere
isweary of yetmore talk &no con-
creteaction.”

Modi also spoke of restoring
Kashmir to “the paradise that it
was” but made it clear that his
government will not go soft on
terrorists.

He also used the occasion to
condemn communal and caste-
related violence at a time when
the country has seen a spike in
deadly attacks by self-styled cow
protection groups.

“Sometimes in the name of
faith, some people due to lack of
patience end up destroying the
social fabric... The poison of
casteismand communalism can
never benefit the country,” he
said.

Modi used the speech to urge
peopletoembracea “New India”
where “people are notdriven by
the system, rather the systemis
driven by the people”.

“Together we will build such
an India which will be free from
terrorism, communalism and
casteism,” he said.

“Together we will build such
an India where nobody will com-
promise with corruption and nep-
otism... an India which will be
clean and healthy.”



