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NEWS SHOTS

Vaghela wants PM Modi
to mention royals
at Statue of Unity

Gandhinagar: Shankersinh Vaghela, the
former Gujarat chief minister and former
leader of opposition, wrote an open letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Moadi demanding that the
562 princely states that
were amalgamated to with
British India be mentioned
at the Statue of Unity
(Sol). These royals had
agreed to merge their states with the Indian
Union on Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's call.
Vaghel demanded a mention of all the
princely states of India at the Statue of Unity
museumn and that due recognition be given
to the royal families for their sacrifices for
the nation.

Petrol pump owners exempted: The
Gujarat government on Wednesday an-
nounced that it was exempting petrol and
diesel dealers from seeking the permission
for starting new petrol pumps and pro-
curement, storage and distribution facilities.
Dealers need not seek permission from the
Gujarat government's food, civil supplies
and consumer affairs department under the
Essential Commeodities Procurement Storage
and Distribution Order 1981

Panel to ensure quality work: The
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation has
decided to create a panel of consultants for
evaluating the pavement condition and
inspecting the quality of read construction.
The panel will ensure that contractor use
material as per specification mentioned in
the tender. The proposal for setting up the
panel has been forwarded by the admini-
strative wing and will be discussed in the
standing committee meeting on Thursday.
AMC has also asked the contractors to
submit the original bills of oil companies
from where they are purchasing the biturmen
used for construction.
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Sardar's grandson, fami
to sklp statue unveiling

Desperate
Attempts
Being Made To
Bring Them

Prashant.Rupera
@timesgroup.com

Vadodara: Amidall theexci-
tement surrounding the un-
veiling of world's tallest sta-
tue — the Statue of Unity —is
being unveiled, the real blo-
odline of India’s Iron Man is
still in oblivion.

For the last forinight, de-
speraie atiempis are being
made by chief minister’s of-
fice (CMO)and kin of Sardar
Patel to see that his only 1i-
ving grandson Gautam Patel
becomes part of the inaugu-
ration ceremony at Kevadiya
colony on Ociober31.

But, with just a week lefi
o the ceremony, Gauiam Pa-
tel and his wife Nandini who
spend their
time bet

g STATUE OF UNITY iy

dara and United States, have
preforred to stay away from
the spotlight. Sardar’s fami-
ly consisted of wife Zaverba,
son Dahyabhai and danghter
Maniben. While Maniben re-
mained unmarried till her
death in 1993, Dahyabhai had
iwo sons — elder Bipin and
Gauiam.

Sardar Patel's only Imng grandson Gautam Patel and his wife Nandini

Patel had paid a visit to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and Veer Vithalbhai
Patel Memorial at Karamsad. This photograph of their visit to the
memorial on March 13, 2016 is exclusively with TOI

Bipin, who had no child-
ren, died in January 2004,
and the only one to carry for-
ward Sardar’s bloodline is 78-
year-old Gautam, whose son
Kedar is settled in the US.

In the run-up to the inau-
guration ceremony, CMOhas
taken Keen interest in ensu-
ring that Sardar’s family

members re-
pre-

me Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurates the staiue.

“We too were irying to get
in touch with Gautam after
receiving calls from CMO
but we have failed to estab-
lish any contact with him
and he is unlikely to attend
the programme. He had lefi
for the Uniied States less

than a monih ago,” said Bhu-
pendra Patel, son of Sardar’s
nephew Mamubhai Patel,
who lives in Vallabh Vidya-
nagar.

Patel, whose nearly 30 fa-
mily members will be atien-
ding the event, said otherwi-
se 00 Gauiam and his family
stay away from public events.

In fact, all the members of
Sardar Patel’s family have
been extended invitations
with gold passes which will
give them access close to the
VVIPs including the PM.

Gautam and his wife Nan-
dini remained present only
in one event - when the then
President R Venkataraman
conferred Bharat Ratna to
Sardar Paiel, posthumously
atRashirapaii Bhavan onJu-

Iy12,1991.

“Ourentirefamily had re-
ceived invitation from Rash-
trapati Bhavan and Bipin
had received the Bharat Rat-
na on behalf of the family”
recollecied Vadodara-based
Dhirubhai Patel, 90, son of
Sardar’s another nephew
Purshottambhai Patel and
eldest in Gautam's genera-
tiom.

When former PM A B Vaj-
payee had inauguraied the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Paiel
and Veer Vithalbhai Patel
Memorial at Karamsad in
2000, Gautam's family wasn't
inadvertently extended an
invitation.

For the funciion on Ocio-
ber 31, 2003 when the Sardar
Patel Trust, which manages
the memorial at Karamsad,
received the Bharat Ratna
from Bipin Patel, in presence
of former deputy Prime Mi-
nister L. K Advani and Modi,
who was ithen chief minisier,
ihe irust had exiended an in-
vitation to Gautam’s family

“But, like now, he was in
the US and did not take part
in thatfunction,” said a sour-
ceclose to the developments.

Away from all the lime-
light, Ganiam and Nandini
have paid silent visits to the
memorial and even gifted so-
me books that they were in
possession with the 1ast one
being on March 13, 2016, who-
se exclusively phoiograph is
with TOL
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Honour 562 princely states at
Statue of Unity: Vaghela to PM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
AHMEDABAD,OCTOBER 24

FORMER CHIEF minister
Shankersinh Vaghela has sug-
gested to set up “shila-lekh (in-
scription)” near the Statue of
Unity with the names of all the
562 princely states that merged
into the Union of India with the
efforts of Mahatma Gandhi and
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

In a letter sent to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday, Vaghela suggested
to mention the names of all the
princely states in a chronologi-
cal order as per the dates of their
accessionand merger withinthe
IndianUnion.

Vaghela said that theidea
came to his mind during a visit

‘Sacrifices
were made

by princely
states to
unite the

country’

]
Lg’bl
]
o

el

to the Neelam Baug Palace of the
erstwhile princely state of
Bhavnagar, a few days ago.
Acoording to Vaghela, Maharaja
Krishnakumarsinhji of
Bhavnagar was the first one to
hand over his Bhavnagar state
for merger into Indian Union on
January 15, 1948 in Delhi.
Vaghela said that it would
have been highly appredcated had
the descendants ofthe erstwhile
princely states been invited tothe
unveiling of the 182-metre-tall
statue of Sardar patel near

MNarmada dam on October 31 by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Since there is no adequate
time leftto invite them, he sug-
gested to set up aninscription
with the names of all the 562
princely states near the statue
and feliatate the descendants of
the erstwhile princely states at
a function in New Delhi in near
future.

He also suggested toset up a
museumof all the princely states
inNew Delhi “to remind the na-
tion about sacrifices of the for-
mer rulers of these states in
building the Indian Union".

He said that while states of
Junagadh and Hyderabad were
forced to merge with the Indian
Union, Sikkim that remained an
independent nation also finally
merged into Indian Unionin 1975.
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‘Rb yals gave up kingdoms
for unity, honour them too’

DNA Correspondent
correspondent@dnaindia.net

Ahead of the inauguration of
the Statue of Unity, former
chief minister Shankersinh
Vaghela has demanded that
erstwhile royals, who had
sacrificed their princely
states for the country’s unity,
should also be honoured.

In a letter to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Vaghela
said that the statue of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel was a sym-
bol of unity of the country,
but the next generation
should also be made aware of
sacrifice of 562+ princely
states, who merged their
kingdoms with the union of
India.

Incidentally, over 222 of
these princely states were in
Gujarat alone.

“On the occasion of un-
veiling the Statue of Unity, I
insist that representatives of
the princely states also be
honoured by inviting them to
participate in the occasion so
that they also feel proud of
their forefathers’ decision to
give up their states for the
unity of this country,” Vaghe-
la wrote.

The former CM, who is in
political wilderness after
quitting Congress last vear,
suggested that since it was

f i
The Statue of Vallabhbhai Patel, symbolising unity in the country

THE WORLD’S TALLEST STATUE

B The Statue of Unity has
been built as a tribute to
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

B |tis slated to be
inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on October 31, the 143rd
anniversary of Sardar
Patel.

too late to invite the erstwhile
royals to the statue inaugura-
tion, they should be invited to
Delhi and publicly honoured.

“They should be asked to
share relevant historical de-
tails of their forefathers and
make suggestions for ‘Muse-
um of Historical Sacrifices’,”

® The 182-metre statue
is the world’s tallest,
nearly twice as high as
the Statue of Liberty

B |t has been built at a
cost of Rs 2,989 crore,
which includes operation
and maintenance cost of
Rs 657 crore for 15 years.

he proposed.

Vaghela also suggested
that names of the rulers of
all princely states, along with
their states’ emblems, and
the date on which they joined
the Indian union may be dis-
played on a shilalekh close to
Statue of Unity.
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