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UNDER IRON MAN’S GAZE

TOI

The illuminated Kevadia Colony ahead of unveiling of Sardar Patel's statue on October 31
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Court where Sardar began
practice shps into oblivion

SachinSharma
@timesgroup.com

Vadodara: While the Statue of
Unity and the facilities there
are in the focus, the court in
Godhra where Sardar Val-

to themulti storeyed collectora-
teoffice over a yvear back and the
building has been Iying vacant
since then. Plans w0 develop a
memorial there as a tribate to
Patel were discussed, but have
no taken concrete shape yet. Of

The premises has been vacated
and presently lying unused

ficials, however, said that the
Tball will beset rolling to develop
the premises soomn.

Afior passing the Mukhtari
(jumior attorney) exam in 1900,
Sardar had moved to Godhra to
practice independently as a 1a-
wyer His elder brother Vit
halbhaiPatel had alsopractised
law in the town earlier After

Vitthalbhai moved t0 Borsad,
he had asked Sardar to join him
but Sardar had stayed in Godh-
ra

Mehsana additional disiric
magistrate (ADM) Harshad Vo-
ra, who was earfier the SDM in
Godhra, said that a portrait of
Paiel was made and put in the
SDM's office s0 that all visitors
could see it and come t0 know
about the significance of the
place. “We got the building pain-
tod in the colours that woere ori-
ginally used on it The only
thing that was changed during
the sprucing up was the floor™
Vorasaid

Vora pointed out that duo-
ring his temure at Godhra at-
empis were made 1o dig up old
records and find any docuo
ments that had amention of Pa-
ol or had his signature. “The re
cord is very old and it was not
possible to read it as the papers
got damaged even if one tried to
Lift them,” said Vora.
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Collectors rapped
for filling Ekta

Yatra with kids

Kapil.Dav e@ti mesgroup. com

Gandhinagar: The state go-
vernment has criticized dis-
trict collectors for filling the
ranks of Ekta Yatra partici-
pants with primary school-
children, instead of ensu-
ring the presence of villa-
gors, With the yatra which
was launched by CM Vijay
Rupani last week failing to
garner expected response,
ACS home A M Tiwari has
shot off aletter to all district
collectors to get their act to-
gother.

In his letter to the collec-
tors, Tiwari, who is the in-
charge nodal officer of the
yatra, pointed out: “Partici-
pation of APMC, dairy, coo-
perative banks, district/vil-
lage level officials in the pro-
gramme was not found suffi-
clent and primary
schoolchildren were largely
involved at the gatherings.
Village in-charges and rath
in-charges should be in-
structed to ensure adequate
representation of villagers
other than children in such
gatherings.”

Tiwari wrote further, © It

was observed that very few
hoardings of Ekta Yatra we-
re put up along the rath rou-
te.”

The EKta Yatra is expec-
ted to cover 10,000 villages to
mark the completion of the
Statueof Unity built tohono-
ur Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

Tiwari wrote that the ad-
visory was based upon foed-
back of teams sent to obser-
ve the Ekta Yatra program-
me at village level.

Laying down the dos and
don'ts of the yatra, Tiwari
instructed that cultural te-
ams should accompany eve-
ry rath and campaign songs
should be played continuo-
usly, while in the evening
each rath should be decora-
ted with lighting and raths
should have adequate flags.

He added, *Many raths
don’t have such {cultural) te-
ams. Statusof rath (any issu-
es related with the rath) are
to be sent along with the bi-
hourly report to GSFC Cont-
rol Room.”

“MNodal officers should jo-
in the rath for two days du-
ring first round,” Tiwari
Wrote.
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UNVEILING OF STATUE OF UNITY

Tribals gear up to boycott Oct

31 event

One more village passes resolution against the event, says land acquired for project unjust

AISHWARYA MOHANTY
SAGBARA (NARMADA
DISTRICT),OCTOBER 25

ON OCTOBER 31, when the
world's tallest statue of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, standing 182
metres tall, will be unveiled by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the tribalpopulationin 15districts
of Gujarat is all set to observe a
“black day”. On Thursday, one
more tribal-dominated village —
Mahupada in Narmada district —
passed aresolutioningramsabha
dedaring that the residents will
not take partin any activity related
to the Statue of Unity, registering
their protest against land acquisi-
tion by the government for the
project.

Eadier, two more villages —
Paat in Sagbara taluka of
Marmada district and Vyara in
Tapi district — had passed simi-
lar resolutions,

The resolution passed by the
villages read, “In due time, the
Statue of Unity will be inaugu-
rated in Narmada district. Forthe
construction of the project, land
belonging to tribal population
residing in the area have been
acquired. This is unjust for the
tribal population. Hence, we re-
solve that we will not participate
in any activities related to the
Statue of Unity, be it promotional
events like the Ekta Yatra.”

The tribal belt from
Umargaam to Ambaji, compris-
ing 15 tribal districts and 5,500
trbal villages, havealso calleda
bandh and protest on October 31,
which is also the birth anniver-
sary of Sardar Patel.

“We do not have anything
against Sardar Patel. But we feel
thathad he beenalive, he would
nothave agreed to the construc-
tion of sucha huge statue at such

Work in full swing at the site of the Statue of Unity in Kevadia colony on Thursday for the unveiling ceremony. Blupendra Raria

a huge expense, when the com-
mon tribal population across the
stateis still suffering forbasic ne-
cessities. No food will be cooked
in tribal households, which ac-
cording to tribal traditions is
practised when someone in the
family dies,” said Amarsinh
Chaudhary, a tribal rights activist
who was an MP in the 70s and
will be spearheading the move-
ment from Tapi district

Most of the residents of Paat
village, which has a population
of around 1500and was the first
village to pass a resolution on
October 15 against the BJP gov-
ernment's plan to hold a mega
event for the unveiling of the
statue have migrated to citiesin
search of work after their crop
yield remained below average
due to lack of rainfall and in the
absence of any ad ditional water
supply for irrigation.

“Activities inthe name of de-

velopment have killed our
Narmada river, have killed our
men, displaced them, took away
theirprecious landand left them
jobless and fordng them tolook
for workelsewhere. Water is be-
ing used to beautify the area
ahead of theinaugurationbut it
won't be used for farmers in
Narmada,” said 45-year-old
Vinod Vasava, who lives in atwo-
room kuccha house with a fam-
ity of five and owns two acres of
land. He returned to his village
two days ago after working in
Surat as a contractual labourer.
“Rain was insufficient this year,
and we did not get any addi-
tional water supply. The produce
isn't enough to sustainthe fam-
ily, 50 we move out to cities to
look for work,” he said.
Villagers claimed that they
obstructed the Ekta Yatra, car-
ried out by the BJP,in the run-up
to the unveiling of the statue, to

pass through their village on
Wednesday.

Similar resentment against
the government was witnessed
among the the tribal population
livinginand around the Setu Bet,
in Waghadia, Limdi and
MNavagaam villages who have
been constantly agitating against
the acquisition of land for the
various government projects.

OnMonday, the state govern-
mentdecided to modifyits relief
padkage for the residents of six
villages around Kevadia Colony
near Narmada dam and seven
villages affected by
Garudeshwar Weir in Narmada
district. As per the latest decision,
affected families whowant land
in return for their land will get
land, and those who want
money will get Rs 7,50,000 per
hectare under the amended re-
lief package.

However, the government's

move has failed to mollify the vil-
lagers whooutrightly refused to
accept such packages.

According toaformervillage
sarpanch, Punabhai Tadwi, 3,500
people from 19 villages were
promised jobs, while only 450
benefited ultimately after their
lands were acquired for the
Sardar Sarovar Dam. “Time and
again, we have given up our land
foractivities that donothold any
benefit to us. Five households
were rendered homeless to sel
up the Shreshta Bhaat Bhavan,
At least 28 families were dis-
placed for the road widening.
Now, they want to build bhavans
for everystate and theywill dis-
place us again. And in return
families are only displaced, not
rehabilitated,” Tadviadded.

He was referring to the the
government's planto set up bha-
vans for each state in the prox-
imity of the Statue of Unity.
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Unity on inauguration day

DNA Correspondent
correspondent@dnaindia.net

Gujarat government is all set for
the inauguration of the Statue
of Unity commemorating Sard-
ar Vallabhbhai Patel for his con-
tribution to the country. The
state government on Thursday
announced a Run for Unity as
part of the celebrations. The Vi-
jay Rupani government has also

decided to set up a police station
at the site. The SOU is the tallest
statue in the world with the
height of 182 metres. Minister
of State for Home Pradipsinh
Jadeja said: “Run for Unity will
beheld by police personnel at all
district headquarters and major
cities. School students will hold
ekta (unity) rallies while our po-
lice bands will perform at dis-
trict headquarters.
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