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NE FOP ACIC TNRE AI\tD PTj1ATJ DEVEIOFJ'JT 

Th Lok Sabha nasseS a D il i on November 30 9  providing 

for he establishment of a National ank for AgrinnitUre a d 

Rural Devel opnient. 

Explaining the objectives of the new tk, the Finice 

Minister, Shri F. Venkataramaxi, said that it would provide 

credit for the promotion of agriculture, small scale indutries 

cottag and village industries, handicrafts and other allied 

econonic activities in rural areas with a view to promotir 
Foe  

inte grated rural devel pmen-t. 

The National Dank for Agriculture and Rural' Development, 

is being set up as a statutory corporation to be owned by 

Government and. the Reserve Tank of Inia jointly. The ens 

imdertakiny of the hari cn.ltur) .Oe±Din2uce and Developreni 	Am 
Corporation shall be transferred to and vest in the rev 5' 

The National Bank shall provide short term financial 

assistance for promo±iiig agricr t- re sr rural devel opiient T) 

State Cooperative Ranks, Regional Rural Ranks or any fina:io'a 

institution, approved by 	I in this behalf. Similarly, the 

Bank will provide refinance to various banks for their ten1, 

lending operations for the purposes of agriculture and rural 

development. 

XXX 	 XXX 	 xxx 	xxx 	xxx 

IF!F DOjD SOT AT .LHF CoST OF SFLF_RESFECT 

The Finance N[inister, Shri II. Venkataraman, has said ± i' 

, 	has successfully negotiated the Ii'iF loan without co1npromisi 

its economic interests or national self-respect 0  Fr ws n 	s 

a statement in the Lob 	bh-• or. loverber 23, regirding In 

etendod arrangement with, i h e IT.  
sot. 



Simultaneously, copies of the Finance rinister's letter 

to the Mafl.ag:Lng Director of the IMP along with copies of the 	- 

attached memorandum co 'tainiag a Statei1e'1t of our economic 

policies had been placed in the Parliament library. 

Shr i Va nkat araman s aid, a p erus al of the s e do cum ent s 

would show that t he adjustment program outlined therein was 	* 

an integral part of the Sixth Plan and reflected faithfully 

the strategies, programs and the investment priorities of the 

Plan, "There is no departure, the Minister affirmed, "from 

kL 

	

	 our commitment to self—reliance". "We have firmly stated our 

commitment to development programs ained at the uplift of the 

weaker sections of society, especially in rural areas" 

he atded. 

Assuring the Lok 5abha that the Government had fully 

safeguarded the vital economic interest of the C0UfltT, the 

Finance Minister said that ITO hacl clearly indicated to the 

Fund that the measuresi,e adoa -t oiild be fully in line wi±h 

out declared policies acepted by Parliament. Concluding 

his statement, Shri Vorcataraman said, "We have not allowed 

nor we shall permit in future, any abridgement of the sovereign 

right of Parliament and of the Governmait responsible to it to 

determine national policies.' 

xxx 	xxx 	xxx 	xxx 	xxx 

NATIONAL RURALFF ELOYMEN? FROGRAMMF 

The }inister of State for Agriculture and Rural 

Reconstruction, Shri Laleshwar Ram told Rajya Sabha in repi5/ 

to a written question that t he National Rural Employment 
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Programme which has replaced Food for IJork Programme is in 

actual operation in the crtluc ccuntry The ifinister said that 

as a result of the review and cvaiaation of the performance 

of the Food for Jork }rogramme, it has been restructured, 

revamped and renamed as National Rural Employment Progranue. 

He said now in addition to foodrains, cash amount is also 

given for parment of wages and in addition the funds have 

been made available to provide durability to assets created 

under the programme. 

in reply to another queation, the Minister informed 

the Raja Sabha that the supply o: foodgraiis u'ider the 

programme has not been stopped. 

xxx 	xxx 	xxx 	xxx 	xxx 

II210/EB 'bWER ThJ431,j'iiSS ION IN &TEST BENGrJ 

The Planning Commission has approved a scheme to 

impuove power transmissen in Nest Bengal at a cost of 

R. 103 rrores. Included in the State Plan, the scheme 

is to be implemented during the Sixth Plan period. 

Undei the shme a total of 886 kms. o single 
Ii 

and double circuit transmission lines will be 

constructed; 13 new sub stations will be set up besides 

aunentatjon end extension of some sub stations. 

xxx 	xxx 	xxx 	xxx 	xxx 



SM21I & HEDIUPI J'iEwpKpERs ASST7FD OF LLL UiEL? 

The Minister for Information and Droadcasting Shri 

Vasant Sathe has assured the 9mall a:od medium neapers 

that they will not be allowed to suffer for want of 

newsprint. Inaugurating a short-terrn courSe in journalism 

for local journalists at Fanaji, on November 29,  he said 

that the rules for allocation, of newsprint had been 

liberalised in favour of medium and small newspapers. 

Shi Eathe said that the Gove:rnment is earnest in 

its endeavour to give all possible encouragement to the 

small and medium newspapers and as evidence he cited the 

instance of revision in the ratio of Government advertisernents 

put out by the DfV2. Henceforth, newspapers in this 

category need not give circulation figures duly certified 

either by Chartered I.ccomatanThs or District Magistrates. 

The firos furnished by the managements of these 

newspapers w ill be atcepted. 

xxx 	xx 	xxx 	xx 	XXX 
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