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ANDAMANS MILITAR ILY‘ MOST IMPORLANT ‘
= Shri R, Venkataraman ‘
be
New Delhi, March 15‘,~
Defence Minister Shri R, Venkatarsman said that Andaman
and licobar islands were among the most militarily important
~areas in the country today, their strategic imporfoﬂce having

oren further enhanced by incrzasing tensions in the Indian

He was addressing a joint services parade at Port Blair
on the concluding day of his three-day visit to Andaman agnd : T
Hicobsr islands on' March 13, Shri Venkataramsn, who wés
sccompanied by uvJeputy Jefence Minister Shri XK. P. ~ingh Dev and
senior civil and milit~ry officcrs, watched Naval exercises in
the Bay of Bengal, visited ex-servicemen settlers =t Great
Nicobar island, inspected defsnce establishments at Port Blair

and held discussions with civil officisle and military commanders.

Shri Venkataraman reminded Army, Navy and Air Force
personnel, on pnrqde that they were an elite force, chosen for'
shouldering extremely arduous responsibilities, thousands of
kilometres away from the mainlsnd. He exhotted them to
continuously improve upon their high prefiessional competence. and

be fully prepared at sll times.

Referring to the imprcssive discipline and dedication

of werence personnel whom he had met during the visit, Shri

~taraman said, " I am sure that the confidence reposed in

the nation will be fully requited, when any challenge

to national security confronts you",
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the duty of the Services personnel stationed hére to project the

picture of national and communal heormony to the local population...

If this picturé of hsrmony - could be succc:sfully'projected, the
ol
process of national intsgration here would be considerably ¥

speeded up, since the locsl population would realise that they are =

"

no different from the rest of us. Suggeceting that the welfare

tribals should be an importent concern fcr Dofence personnel,

nationsl integration,.you would actunlly further the case of

of *
Shri R. Venkataresmsn said, " A well integrated nation can be
nntional seécurity." The Defence ilinicter had no doubt that.the

local population would look upon the military not only as. the
"defenders of nntional sccurity but equ~lly =s their friendssin-

reed".

~

Mnong the Navel excrcises watched by the Defence Minister

=

ag an amphibious beach londing demonstrotion on March 13 in

which Army troops were landcd by = Naval Landing Craft suprorted

by the frigote, ING Dun~giri and two p-~trol vessels, They were g_
/

preceded by Naval fpogmen in the commando role, who cleared the

bench of land mines ~nd indicated the landing point., He wns

accompanied by Defence Secretary Shri P.K. Kaul, Vice Admiral

M.K. Roy, Flag Offi“cr'Commnnding—inuChief, Boegtern Naval

Oommand, Air Marsh-, bv.W. Cheouhan, Air Officer Commending=-in-Chief,

Centr-l MNir Command. ; .

Borlier, the Jefence Minister wotched 'a Naval exercise in

the Bay of Bengal on M-rch 12 in which the India-built 'frigate

and pnatrol vessels engnged simuleted '¢enemy ! surface ships and

1

S
submarines, firing medium n~nd close range guns, rockets, <Zepth
charges and torpedoes. The ships ~lso demonstrated replenishment !

At sen and concluded by marceuvring close to ench other »g the

ships' company menned the decks and choered the Defence Minister

who wns witnessing Nrval exercices for the first time .
L ¢
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Shri Venksataraman, accompanied by veputy “efence
+ Minister Shri K.P. Singh Dev and the Director General ci

Reset£l=ment in the Uefencc Ministry, Naac" General

’ IR kr}shnnmurthy ~gssured the qunke- trlck@n ex—GPrV1cempn

~nttlers at Grent Nicobnr. isl~nd, *India'svsouthernmost territory;

that the.goVérnmont were qllve to their problems, pﬁfticulquy

v ‘ relating to communications 1nolu&1ng 1ntar—1Ql~nd " ferries
e ~nd assured them that all pcesible help will be given .

B~yliecr, in n welcome nddress, the ex-servicemep thonked the

services for the prompt help

Defence Ministry n»nd the threes

sollowing the recent e~rthqu-~kec., "Wé are scored, but we have.

'not run awey," they ~dded.
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