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NAVAT DIVERS RESCUE MARNONED PASSENGERS
ARMY BOATS AND ATR FORO® FELTCOPTERS ALSO PRESSED TWTO ACTION

New Delhi, Bhadra 29, 1902
September 20, 1980

Naval divers evacuated to safety all pasgencers fmam

the Madras Howrah Janata EXpress which was marooned by the

swirling waters of Vamsadhara near girikakulum on Fridzy
according to reports reaching here today. 500 villagers were
also evacuated to safer areas, mastern Naval Command at
Vishakhapatnam despatched a team of 18 divers, 15 officers

and 60 sailors proficlent in swimming and 1ife saving operations
to render assistance to the stricken population in the flood
affected area., A Waval Medical Team 1s also assiéting the

civil authorities. Over 10,000 food packets were dropped by
the ne.al and alr force hellicopters in t}t.. flood affected

areas.

The advance Naval OPeratlonal base set up at Sirika-
kulum eoordinated the rescue operations by naval helicopters
and boats, five army boats and three TAF helicopters which
have also joined the relief operations, The Chief Minister or
Andhra pradesh and three Ministers carried out an aerial
survey of the flood affected areags iIn an Indian Navy heli;
copter. Vice Admiral M,K. Roy aporised the Chief Minister
about the flood aituation and rescue operations who appreciated

#he navyts efforts towards the flood relief operations,
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