o Late Lit.-Gen, D.By THAPAR ;
(Former Director General of Armed Forces Medlcal Services)
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. Born at. Lahore in 1894, L4.-General DeRe Thapar, Celeey

OaBoEo, MeDs and DoT.Mo son Of late Dewan Ba.h&dllr KpBr Thﬁ-par,

0.B.E. ,was educated st the Government College, Lahore, and
later at the University of Bdinburgh (1911—16). He graduated
with M.E. CheB. in 1916 and became M,D. in 1930.

On the outbreak of World War I in 1914, whilst .still a
studant at Bdinburghy Lt.-Gen. Thapar organised the Scottish

Wing of the Indian Volunteers Ambulance Corps under the patronage

of Mahatma Gandhi. bs 2 Seargent-lMajor, he recruited 120 Indian
students from various Scottish.universities into this Corpss
After three months' training, these volunteers served as dressers

and inteipreters in medical units in the U.K. and France:

Commi ssioned into the I,M.S., in March 1918, Lt.=Gen.Thapar
saw pervice for two years with the B.E.Fe in Frafice. On returning
to India in 1920, he served mostly on the north-west frontier
as a specialist and in various staff appointments. He also

commanded -a hospital during the Burma Rebelion in 1931 -32.

On the outbreak of World War IL, Lt.-Gen. Thapar commanded
the i.H.C. Traiping Centre-at Rawalpindi from 1939 to 1942 and
was awarded the O.D.&e in Tamary 1942. During the period 1942—46,
ne was Cemmandan®t cf He, I.a.MeCoy and did much to improve the
organisation by working for the amalgamation of the L.M.Se,
I.M,D, and I.H.C. He served as a member of the Bucher Commi ttee

and the Roy Committee and was awarded the CeIleBe in July 1946.

Lt,-Gen. Thapar was the first Iniian to be appointed
Deputy Director of Medical Services at G.H.&Q 1n May 1946. He
was promo ted to Maj-Gen. in October 1947 and was appointed Depu ty

Director of Medical Services, Southern Command.

In 1950, Lt.-Gene. Thapar represented the Government of
India at the meetings of International Committee on Military
Mediocine held in Mexico., During hig stoey in Mexico he was awarded

ithe "Visitante Distinguido" medal and certificate, conferring

upon him the title "Distinguiished Visitor". On his way backy,

he attended the Congress of Military Surgeons of America in

Washington., g
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In October.1950, 1" toak gﬁer as the Director Generel of

the Armed Forces, ﬂed¢Q¢l Serv1oes in ihe rank of Lt.-General.
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Ha raliagqui shed that < n~ ~tmomk 3 w_Tune 1954 afber oompleting }

L Ta L R IS sr1r’a aervica. . t.--fen— Thapar continped

to be ~he Colemel CGormand:nt of the Army Midical Corps till
April €, 1956, '
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Lt.=Gen, Th:rdn was one of tno " Pourdsr onberE e o the
Jai " Tadia EBx-Services’ Federation during the year 1957 and became
the senior Vice~Ppesideat of the Indian Bx~Services League on
“ite formation in lay 1964¢ In the adsenas of General K.S. Thimayya,
the ?res1dont of the Leag.e, Gen. Thaper was llschargln the 47_

5338 of thoe Presidonve

Lt,~Gen. Thapar hac writton a bhook on sanitation and
medical. pamph.ess on nacaria and trechnma. H» was the editor
of ton 1.4.MCs Journal since it mas founded in 1943. He was

interasted in cinara bcaraplya.

New Delbi, :5 Decsmber 1965
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