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New Delhi,August 18,1952, 
General K.M. Cariapja is the senior most IncJ.ari Officer of the 

Indian Army. 

Born on January 28, 1900, In Coorg in South India, he 

received his educotion in the Central HihSchoo1 at Mercara 

and Presidency College, Madras. At College he played  hockey, 

cricket and tennis# 

nong the first batch of Indian cadets to be commissioned 

from Daly College, Indore, in Doccñibor 1919, he was in MES0PATJMI 

(Now IRAQ) from 1920 to 1922 as Adjiitazit of the 2/125th Napier 

Riffes and in Wziiistan with the 1J17th Dogia and the 1/7 

Rajputs from 1922 to 1925, went round the woldyiitipg,  China, 

Japan, U.S.A., Canada, Great Britala, Frneo Belgium, Germany, 

Switzerland, Italy, with the object of seeing as much as pssTh1 

of the officers of these coimtries, .thei training,, living 

conditions etc. He 'li/as the first Indian Qfficer to enter the 

Staff College, Qiietta, in 19334F  

In 1935, he visited the Si. ngapore Naval and Air Bases after 

which he spent a perid touring tho U.P. villages dealing with 

the welfare of ox-Servicemen. He wcs then tppcinted Staff 

Captain Deccan district in 1936. In October 1934 he was apoanted 

Deputy Assistant Quartraster Goner al, Do ccan District, tho 

first Indian Officero hOId'L Grade II appointmcn. In.1939 

he was Br1gadoMajor, Khojdk Brigado, later known 	0h Indian 

Infantry Brigade 

Serving with the 10th Indian Division, ho saw service in 

Iraq, Syria and Iran from April 1941 to March 1942. While in 

I r 64 he served under Major Gondral Sln-later General Sir Wilhin 
Jiy Comrr dorarid now Fe1d Marsh Si-  Wi 	i S1n, 14th/Chief of friporial Genoraltaf, 	vsitcd 

I 	North Africa on duty for, a period of three weeks only in 1942 

after which he returned to India. 
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As Lleut Colonels  he raised in April 1949, and commanded 

till March 1943, a machinegun battalion of the 7th Rajput 

Regiment, thus becoming the first Indian .to coi1mand a battalion. 

In March 1943, he was appointed Assistant Quartermaster 

General (operations), Eastern Army, and in July he went to the 

Aralcan as Assistant Adjutant' and Quartermaster General, 26th 

Indian Division, 

In November 1944, he was appointed Member of the Army 

'Roorganisation Committee, in the rank of a Brigs He toured 

the United States and •Canad, visiting the itai Military 

Academy at West Point in 1945. He was the first Indian of this 

rank tovilt the United States and Canada. 

On the conclusion of the Commlttoets work, he took 

over command of the Bannu Frontier Brigade Group from January 1946. 

In December 1946 he went to Englzand as one of the first two 

Xndians in the army at the Imperial Defence College. He wa 

called back from the U.K. to serve as a Member on the Army .Sub.-

Committec of the Armed Forces, Reconstitution Committee 1n Jiie 1947. 

In July 1947, he 'was promoted to the 'rank of Major General.' 

For a brief period he was Chief of the General Staff., 

In December 1947 CCIflQ his appointment as GOC.sin-Chjef, 

Eastern Cokmand, in the rank of a Lt.Ganeral, General Cariappa 

succeeded Liout General Sir Francis Tukor, thus becoming the 

first Indian Officer to become an Army Commandar. 

Early in 1948, he reli.nqulshod his post as GOCinChiof - 

Eastern Command, and succeeded Llout General Ruscl as GO.'in.Chiof ' 

D.E.P. Coimand, which has since boon 	designated Western Command. 
He assumed the appointment of Coandea..jflChf of Indian Army 

with effect from 15 Jan 49 in the. rank of a full General. 

Associated with the Indian Army f or over thirty years i.e. 

since D0coi.iber 1919 General Oariappa has had wide experience of 

staff work and cOmmand. He has travcllcd widely. His hobby 

is 	stamp collecting. 	
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