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CRESS  INFORMATION BUREAU (DEFENCE WING)
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

I1.N.S."VALSURA"

The Indian Navy's Electribal Engineering Schoogl

on the windswept Rozi Island, bounded by the Gulf of Cutch
o the novhh and! the Salt pans.op the otheT thres sides in

Saurashtra State, is situated one »f the Indian Navy's most

important shore training establiéhments - IQN;S.HV&LSUBA“. This
Establishment, which 1s the Naval Blectrical School, takes care
f the Meyes and cars" @f the Navy by imparting specialised
training to officers anG meh in subjects like Wireless, Radar,

inti-submarine etc., apart from Heavy Electrical Engineering.

adjacent to the estaplishment, which is about six miles
from Jamnagal, is the famous game Preserve of the Maharaja Jam
Saheb of Nawanagar from whom the present site of the establishe

ment was acquired by the Government of India 1n 1942
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Originally, the establishment was “commissioned" in

,DeCumb T 1942 as the Navy's Torpedo Training School.: Henege,
d»“ff‘it was given the signlflcant and appropriate name “Valsura",

me aninb a kind of sword fish found around this Kathiavar coast.

‘During wartirc "Valsura" anthucu to train §fficers and

“menfor torﬁedo duties; which also included some electrlcal
dutiecs, The war, however, fostered a rapid expansibn of the
‘yolume and variety of elcctrlcal equipment in the Navy.
Electricity was employed in moving heavy gun turretts, firingv
cuns and torpedoes, detecting the enemy by ?adar if he was on
the surface or in the alr and by édsdic 1f he was under water,
~stnelng anu receiving messages by wireless, caleulating shipsi

Al\pT

mmeeTn




‘

speed end distance, indicating directlons etc. It provided power
to numerous machines in the Engine- ana ‘Boiler Rooms, Ventilated (e o
heated and cooled the combartments of a ship, calculated the exact
positlon of a ship at sea and uneertook a variety of other jobs.

It was soon reallzed that -the electrical duties could no longer ‘ b
be combined wifh other duties and as such in keeping with the other
modern navies of the wOrlu, a separate branch for Naval Electrical
Engineering was formed in the Inoian Navy. Thu's ‘the present
school of Naval Electrical Engineering was founded in 1948 and the
torpedo school shifted away. ;
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Since:its establishment the school has been fast developing
with more and/more training facllities being made;available to‘\
impart both the initial and advanced training in ladar ane‘Wireless
In view of the declared policy of the Navy to become self sufficient
and self-supporting in the matter of training - technlcal and il rand
non- technical - and to ultlmately stop the present practice of
sending naval personnel for advanced training to U.K. by providing
such training facilities in India itself, a great responsibility is

cast upon this establishment at Jamnagar,

Commanded at present by ‘an Executinéﬁgfficer, the»estahlishment
is divided into two sections - Administrative and Training - both
of which are staffed byiexperienced and highly trained officers,
Besides the Commanding éfficer,‘the two others that ensure proper
co-ordination and efficient running of the school, are the Training: i

Commander who controls all training carrieu out at the Schozl and

the First Lieutenant who 1is respon51ble for the general

administration, disecipline,. welfare of porSJnnel, ete.

Life at Indian Naval Ship "Valsura” consists of learning and
training, work and play etc., in the usual pattern of the Naval
cycle. o & "land-lubber" the naval practice of calling a shore
establishment a "ship" and naming the oifferent parts of such an
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establishment after the aifferent parts of a ship 1s often a source
of both amusement and confusion,  But this naval pradtice‘is still
being followed so that everyone in the Navy whose real home 18 on

the sea is kept reminded of it, particularly when he first Jjolns

i ,.the Navy. To him this practice is useful because it helps him to
get used to correct nautical terms and cultivate 1n‘speech and
~conduct the habits of a sea-faring life which are so eesential for
a naval career. Yet another reason for the continuanee of this .
practice 1s that most of the rules and regulations of the Navy are
arafted so as to apply to conditions of 1ife on ships at sea.
Thus 1f makes for sdministrative econvenlence if a shore

establlqhment is treated as far as possible as a ship.

4 normal day at "Valsura" starts at about 6 a.m. and from
6 30 to 8 the time 18 devoted to either physical training or fleld
 training and for nglean ship" - duties of cleaning and tidylng
up barracks etec, . 4 "sick paraee" 1s also held when those
needing medical aid are sent to the doctor.~ Great meortance is
attached to the tralnees' physical well-being. Then cemés the
simple naval ceremony ‘of great importance, namely “colours" when
the Indian Naval Ensign is hoisted on the "quarter deck" (flag staff .

area) after which the Shlps' company have their breakfast

From 9 a. m;:to 4 p.m. the time 1s spent;in theoretical and '
practicel training for officers and mﬂn wkk with some interval
4 _in between for mid- day me al and rest. Sports being an important
part of the naval routine, the evenings are usually spent in
playing games 1ike hockey, football, crickct »r tennis. The
football team of the school has a proud record of winning the
na11 Saurashtra Football Shield" for the past three years in
succession, The school has also been holding annual athletic
meets and some variety shows which forms an important feature

of Jamnagar's socilal activities.
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The "sunsct" ceremony marks the end of the day when the Naval

Ensign 1is ioWered anc men disperse for supper} Meanwhile batches “

»f trdinecs om rotaticn can‘gc an¢ enjoy a film or other forms of -~
reereation “ashore" i.e.,oufside ;he'Establishment. In the

Bstablishment itself there is g’pleasahﬁly decorated recreation
“r.om wnd a movie theatre. There is als& a'well-méintained and .

fully ‘equipped information'room Containing néWSpapers, magazineé
anc b;oﬁ§ gf‘genéral and special intefestf Various indoor games
includeubiiiiards;“tablé tennis, etc. . .
'fTha:Maharaja,j;ms;Eéb of Nawanagar, Rajpramukh/df Saurashtra,
whi lail the f,un&atiﬁn-gfane »f thée schonl, has always shown a
keen'interasp in its’wélfére and deéélapment.'“Recently he has
presented ‘a complete set of musical instruments to help form the

Nghip's! own band, which has already made its mark' in Jamnagar. Y

True to the naﬁal tradition, pérfect communai harmony marks -
the 1ife at "Valsura" wh:re people of different communities, 3
Aobéerving varied customs and conventions, live, learn and work as
a team, In other words, it is a triumph of naval training,which
has forged a unity of purpose, éim and outlook among peoplé of

Jiverse castes and callings.

Engaced as 1t 1s today with the task of providing the [leyes
ani ears" to the Navy, the country can rightly be proud of this
"ship"., 4 bright future lies before nvalsura" when its projected

expansion and the change: of existing temporary, buildings to permanent
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~aes eamss ab-ut, The expansion »f the school, which is spread

~ver a number of years owing to reasons, economic and cther, ré
expecteu to transform '"Valsura" into a naval township. The

seh 1 is also expected to be equipped with the most modern
equipment anc instruments which are being introcduced in the Service
from time to time with the advance of scientific research,so that
the officers and men of all branches of the Navy in general and

the Electrical Branch in particular could be efficiently trained
£-r their task ahead, -
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