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THZ LATS PRIME MINIST.R NuHRU'S ASHUS -
SCATTAR.D FROM THE AIR

NAW D4LHI, Jyaistha 22,1386
June 12, 1964,

The Indian Air Force today écattered from the air the ashes of
.the late Prime VYinister Jawaharlal Nehru over the Himalayas and over
the farms and fiéids'in all States and corners of India, in fulfilment
of the departesd leader's wish,

The strewing of the sacred ashes was carried out from IAF Dakotas,
I1-14 and Packet transport aircraft and from the $-55,Bell, Alouette
and Mi-4 helicopters simultaneously over 20 pre-selected areas that
Tepresent India's variegated landscape-~ the low-1lying plains and the
snowy mountains? the woods, the sandy soil énd the Deccan Plateau.

Vrg, indifé.Gandhi chose to be in the Dakota which carried the
ashes for scattéring over Pahalgam in the Kashmir valley. Attended by
Gp.Capt. M,M,8, Bimbet, she arrived at the Palam 4ir Force 3tation
Just before 7 a.M. The ashes lay in 5 Tabric sleeve enclosed in g
sealed white box, placed in front of a large sized portrait of the
late Prime Minister. The seal was broken and the ashes were handed
over by the officiating 3tation Commander, Wg.Cdr. D. Bouche, to his
Adjutant, Sqn.ldr. K.C, Sharma; and thereafter carried aboard the
aircraft in a procesgsion Which bPassed through two rows of 50 airmen
Presenting arms and officers saluting. In this very Dakota~-I1J-817-8,
the late Prime Minister and members of the Nery farily had occasionally
flown in the past. At the airfield Air Marshal A.M. sngineer, Chief of
the Lir Staff, and Mrs., Krisghng Hutheesing, sister of the late Prime
Vinister, were also present.

The Bannihal Pass was covered with thick clouds beyond Ram Ban.
The cqptain of the aircraft, Flt.Lt. G.X, Sazena ,turned back to
Pathankot and toock another route via Jammu and Udhumpur and managed

to cross the Pags through a gap Just after 10 a.m.
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A gentle haze hung over the Pahalgam valley which was reached a
few minutes later. The floor-panel of the aircraft was unscrewed and
at 10.25 a.m. thc ashes were let out near the confluence of the Liddar
river flowing from thc Kolashoi glacier, and its tributary originating
from the Shishnag lakc. The ashes were cast by Vrs. Indira Gandhi,
helped by the signaller, Fg.0ffr. K.I's Shastri, from a height of nearly
10,000 feet to sprcal and, forever mingle with the mcadows and the
mighty glacicr and the rugged mountains in the Liddar valley which
Jawaharlal Nehru greatly adored and often visited.

The aircraft with Vrs. Indiré Gandhi roturned to Palam soon after <
1 pome

From Palam werc also carried ashes placced in anothcrlfabric sleeve
and flown to Najafgarh in an Alouette helicopter by Sgn.Ldr. K.K.Saini,
who had flown the late Prime Minister on his legt visit to Dehra Dun end
back té Delhi on Vzy 26. Tho ashes wore scattered from the Alouectte
over s field in Najafgarh, about 15 miles from Delhi, where toiling
Culti"v'atoI‘ss mon and womon, and their bullocks were out on their morning
routine of tilling the sun—Bekod 12nd.

Mrg. Vijaylakshmi Pandit, Governor of Mahsrashtra, flew separately
from Bombay in another IAF VIP Dakota to witness the scattoring of the

ashes over a field near the Aomednagar Fort with which the late Prime

Minister had had historical associations.
Viss Padmaja Neicu, Governor of Test Bengal, flew in an IAF
helicopter over Darjeeling where, near the Himalayan Mountaineering

Institute, the ashes of Jawaharlal Nohru-—the Chief Patron of the

Institute--were also strewn . this morning.

Included in the various places selocted for scattering the ashes,

wore fields in Panjim in Goa, Port Bloir( Andamang), Bomdi La(NaFA),
Laccadive islands, Nagarjuna Sagar (Andhra Pradosh) and. over the
southern-most tip of Indi o~-Kany akumari. 4
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