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CUBSUN AT, T STURBLNCES IN WEST. BENGL
SHRT G.L. NaNDa'S STulEMANT IN| poRLLadanT
New Delhi, Magha 22, 1%§5.
}hPJLﬁ?y 17, 1964,

Shri Gulzari Lal Nanda, Union Home Minister, made
; ) ;
the following statement in the Lok Sabga fbday. !
similar statement was made by him in the Rajya Sabha
later. |

ﬁ*vents in East Pakistan and parts of Weet Bengal
duringqrecent weeks have been a source of acwte anxiety
and distress for thé whole country. ©The salient facts
relating to these occurrences have heen given in a
Statement which I am laying on the Tuble of the House. 1
shall refer briefly here to some imporient aspects
of these developments. There were violent manifestations
of communel hatred in Khulna and Jeésore districts in
East Pskistan commencing from the 3rd of January, 1564.
This led to repercussions in Calcutta and the Distyd cts of
24~Pargancs, and Nadia in West Bengazl. While the
disturbances in West Bengal were checked and the
situation Speedily brought under control the raVages'
.of commundl rioting continued and spread in Zast P 1§tan.
2. The theft of the holy relic in Hazratbalibhrlngf"
in Jammu and Kashmir on 27th December provided>the’f.
background for this agonising se3ies of cutbufs?g”
in Kast Pakistan. The loss of the holy relic déeply
affected the relisioﬁs sentiments of the Muslims of gammu
and Kasumir smd was strongly deplored and condemned By
members of all the communities in the State and the
rest of India. The holy relic was recovered on 4th

January, 1964 and has now been identified as genuine and
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accepted «8 such by tne peoiple of the State. Throug.out

ct

his p:ricda tliere wus complete communal fLermiony aic accord
among all the communities in Jammu and Kashmir, Pexistan,
however, gcve o communal twist to tne incident .nc¢ tue
leacersnlip and the Fress went all out to exploit it For
anti-Indian propaganda. The communal disorders in Liulna
and Jessore may be tiaced directly to this extremely
inflamnstory campaign. There was extensive looting and
arson of,éhops and houses belonging to fhe minori ty
.community in Khulna, baulatpur wnd Khglispur. The trouble
guickly spread to adJ;cent areas of Khulna town _ac¢ became
S0 sérioug as&to require The calling in of tne army.
Disturbances broke out in tie aistrict of Jessorc .1so

and Rampal Bazar was completely burnt down. ..ccordwng

to tue press release of e wast Pakistan Governmeat 29
persons were killed in these daisturbances, whersa. vle
figures were put as hign os 200 by non-~officiul scuices.

w8 a seyual,; the first incidents occurred in Weot Bengal

on Janu.ry 6, 1964 in the suburbs of velcutta. C.scs

of stabbing, érson, looting and ofher ferms of lawlesgsness
were reported both from ue city of cvalcutta anda in <tne
districts of 24~Pargan,s, Nadla, howrah, Hoogly «<nc Surdwan.
The Government ¢f Wwest Zdensael promptly took firm nd
effective steps to put n end to the lawlessness .nc troops
were called in ouring the early stases to assist tue

civil power.

3. «l1l help and assistwice reyuired by the Weet Bengal
Government was given by the ventral Government andl .imed
police forces were rusned to Culcuttu and other _if_ctad
areas. Cohsultations were .eld between the 3taie .nd
ventr.l Governmen?v regarding the furiliier steps thet wcd

to be tunen. With a view tc enabling displaced pe:ouns to
g0 bac. 0 thelr nomes, tne west Bengal Criminal Law
anendmcnt vrdinance was immediately rromulgated. sound-
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the-clock curfew was imypcsed, a large number of hcoli_ins
were tahen into custody and police pickets wers po.¢eld 1
areas wicie violence was apprehended. idiobile patrol by
the police was also intensified. .« large number of
goondas were taken into custoay; mearly 15,000 persons
have been arrested all over West Bengal and speclilc cases
have been started against 7,40C of these. Citizens'

Commi ttees were set up in vhe city of Calcutta in a
consultation with voluntary organisations with a vicw %o
securing active public participation in the mainc.n.ace of
good communal relations. wn encourzeing feature noticeaztle
in West Bengal was the protection and help given by Hindus
to Muslims in distress even at sericus personal risk %o
themselves., Similar instances nave coie to novice in

Bast Pawlevan where Muslims came to0 the nelp of ninwus.
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Saner elcuent in Pakistan includirg s0me AcwsSDapers
adopted a line of protest against communal vicience and

the incctivity of the Government of Zast Pukistan.

4, w8 a result of tne prompyt measur' s taken by the
Government of West Bengal, the number of incidents
registered a steey fall on January 13 and by Janu.xy 12,
normal conditions were restored. by January 29, the aree
under army contfol had been gradually- returned to “he wpolic
the curfew was alsc completely lifted in the city. In the
disturbances, 208 persons of both communities loos wheir
lives; 56 more were killed as a result of police cction.

1t is estimated that in the city of Calcutta about 62,000
of both commuuities were people whose homes were aectroved
or who left their homes out‘of a sense of insecurity.

Of these more than 59,000 have since returned tc tuelr
nomes. 1In the aistricts, mostly in 24-Parganas anu Kadig
roughly 84,098 persons are estimated to have been

displaced of whom 90% have returned to their nomes.
Measurcs lzeve been taken in hgnd to provide prompt
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relief «wid succour to taese peolle and on beual: o1 whe
Government I can ive tie assurance tiat neithsr funds
nor fzellivies woulu be stinted for the purpose. The

number of De.8suas wéo rave crossed over to past Pa¥i stan
because of these ai.-.turvances is ;stimated to be sli_ntly
more than 5,000.

5. Simul taneously wita these measures for dealin, with
the specific el tuation in West Bensal, the Government of
India adéressed the otate Governments cuncerned supgesting
"itmost vigilunce ownd sorongest possibdle actioh inc.uding
éreventive measures ot ang wign ¢ trouble to Ke:z, unaer
check communed .na anti-social elements", I am sure
liembers wii: wish me to pay « tribute to tae calm o
restroiiloe manner in waich the peopie 1in other Status
conducveu vaenigelves during tils dellcate pericd.

6. In contrust to tnese determined..and suocéssful
erforts ur cur ,u.rt to restore normel conalvions tae
Government of ruaxistan ralled to take 1ts responsiviiities
seriously. un tue otiner Lond, 1t made efforts &¢ saift
the entiie olume for tus riots on %0 us. It is also
unfortuncte thet &he Press in Pakistan should have
adopted 2 simil.r attiwde .na come out witn extreuely
exaggerated, false auwd inflemmatory accounts of.inciuents
in West Bengal. Larsely as a result of the incivaenent
thus provided violsnt dictulvences started in Dacce ond
Narayangunj. Exteussive attacks on tne lile and wropcrty
of tie minority ccmmunity in this area aia several

surroundin, villages continued uncilecsxea 0¥ nsail, a Weex.
There were reports. of whole villages like hayer 3uz.r .nd
Baidyer sczar innabited by the minority community oeing

complec s:ly wiped out. The exact number of casueitics

4

is not known on account of strict gensorship imposcd b
the suthors ties. Pakistan ofiicial nand-outs claim tnat
not more taan 150 nave boen tilled (includine deatihs due
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to police Firings). Unofiicial estimates ;ut 1% % well
over a thouswna. The number of refugees in Dacca and
Narayengunj reached nearly a lakh and there are rc,orts
that the Government was unzble to cope witn the ncecs of
the refugees campys wnere; due to unsatisfectory
arrangemen<cs and hun.er and exposure, many deatins

occurred.

Te The Governmemt of inuiz communicated %o the Paiddistan
Government thelir deep conccrn at the lowss of life anc
p?operty ¢f tone minority comaunity resulting from whe
recrudcscence of communel ricts 1n bLacca and néibhoouring
areas. lhe Eresideht, in nis reply to Pakistan Pr__.ident's
messaes on the West sengal clsturbances, provosed a joint’
statement appealing for communal peace and avolcince of
incitenent. ana provocation to communal passions and
expressing the determinaition of the two Governments
assure uo the réspective minorities a sense of sccurlty
and weil~being. The Government of India also made &
further suggestion that in view of the situation in
Dacca <na Jdessore, the nome wministers of fndiua wnd Pokistan
accompanied by the Chief Minister cf Viest Behéwl and the
Governor of East Fakistan should meet urgently in Dacca

or Calcutte to impress upon tne people of both counirics the
earnest desire of the Governwents of India and Paxisten

t0 esbavilsh uermony and peace amongst all coununi ¢iss

in taelw respecthive territorics wnd t0 tehe all moosures
necessary o that end. The Government of Pakistan

rejected tnis basically human zpproacu with 1its usual
cynicisn cand apathy. In the meantime, a large nuuber of
refugees aiffected by tnlis wave of communal violence in

Bast rakictan began crogsing over to .ssam, Tripura

and wWesy Dengal. Tne total of such refugees is

estimated to be over 25,000;more are coming in.

8 The large scale exodus from tne sest rakisten is the

ineviteble consequence of Pu.lstan's irresponsible .66l tude
NG ee e



ard 1vs disinclinuvion 3¢ gcieut 168 miaimum roo oosivilisy
O creavc cunulthons To ael. Iestole Tne Ccuariudi.c oi the
minority community. I tne Lolicy 0l wuL
Government of Indic is to tre.t tie reusbiiltaetioca of the
new migrants from ranristar as g national vroblem.

Instructions have already 9:2n ilosued to case tihe

o
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conditions for the grant of rigration certiricat
intending Hindu migrents Jrca bdst reslstaa to Tilo cou.ir,
In adulition to tue alre=0n, existlily favltal CaTe tiics
qualifying for the issus of miération'Uertificat;g, 1%

nas been’ cecided to include the followlng categuileH .30
to meet he reallities ol wuie prewent situsation:-

(i) Girls of marriagecavle age; unattachea vemzl and
orphans whe may have no syonsors in Lao’ o o8 wee
as glrls appro.culng war-legeable agss

(ii1) TFamilies seriousi, affectsd oue 0 arson, LLoti~
and kil.ing;

(111) Petty traders w40 uave lost sueir waersvdvacl as
well as indy atrial laoouT skiiied Cr ienialod
who heve teen C..dly aifected;

(iv) Cases for Leguty iigh Commissioner's cigeretd
thiz would alsc take cere of borcerlinc c...es.

n

In view of the very larse number oI apblicaniss; wi. J.0Cell
for tne issue of tne certificales nas slso been 0. ol
w8 Tar as possible, it i. tae Governnent's intenti.r IC

reduce to the minimum tae _silod of uncertainty <nd

hardsihiy for the migraits cluwlng in and, lor tacil [ us 0se,
to draw u, sulitable pLans and scoemes for thell oglitlenwn
To consider certain practical yuestions arising 2d4¢ 0T tars
and to‘cX,Lore p0ssibiities of obtaining lands 10l G.e

migrants, a meeting of tae Uhlel wministers of Lroava ileies.

Madhya F.odesh, maharasntra, vidissa and we3t Fel' o ".:8

held on februasry 8, 1964. The otate (overauencs Co.lc.llied
heve assuved us tha’t taey would Tare imuedlats sUind vo
meke available nearly tno lakn acres oI rend for tac

5 oans

re-gsettlenent of migra.t families, both agricurtuli s
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non-agricuiturisis., .exters will appreciacds
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various processes connccted witn the development of the
land thus made available are bouna to take time; iHowiver,
efforts will be made to muke the land ready for R

settlement as gulcsly as po.siblel Meanwhile, prossure

would be mainteined on Pakistan Government t0 sce Icason

and to Tcllow invernationally recognised canons ol
behaviour in respect of their duty\towards the

minoritieg."
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