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I N D I A 1 1  Ai'DASSADOR AWARDED FRXfiCH DECORiiTION 

P a r i s ,  Apr i l  17, 1956. 

The I n d i a n  Ambassad-or t o  France,  Sardar  H.S. Nalik,  was av~ardcd 

today  t h e  h i ch  deco ra t i on  of Grand O l f i c i e r  de  l a  Legion d Honnew 

b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of the  French Lepubl ic ;  IG-. Renc Coty. Grand 

Officier de l a  Legion d  Honneur i s  cne of t h e  h i & e s t  d e c o r a t i ~ n s  

awarded by t h e  French Government f o r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s e r v i c e s .  

Pinning the  medal on t h e  Ambassador's c h e s t ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  made 

very  warm and moving r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  Ambassador's p a s t  and ;;resent 

s e r v i c e s .  He r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  fimbassadorTs a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  France 

be;yan wi th  t h e  f i r s t  World War. The P r e s i d e n t  a l s o  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  

Ambassador's pe r sona l  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  him i n  P a r i s  and a t  R m b o u i l l c t .  

"At R a m b ~ u i l l e t ' ~  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  s a i d  !?Vie had t h e  p l e a s u r e  of your 

company i n  hunt ing .  But you have a l s o  played a n o t a b l e  p a r t  i n  huntinf- 

i n  a d i f f e r e n t  f i e l d  -- h u n t i n r  i n  t h e  s k i e s  of France f o r  whom you 

shed your blood." 

Ifi. Coty r e c a l l e d  h i s  p redecessor  i n  h i s  h igh  o f f i c e  Fir. Vincent  
, . 

b u r i o l ,  who h e l d  Sardar  l i a l i k  i n  h igh esteem. liIndeed ycu. a r e  one of 

t h e  most esteemed members of our  d ip loma t i c  corps  admired and loved 

I n  conc lus ion  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  expressed t h e  hope f o r  continued 

gOod work by t h e  Ambassador f o r ,  c o r d i a l  r e l a t i o n s  between France 

and t h a t  i f g r e a t  and noble  count ry  I n d i a e i s  

The Ambassador i n  h i s  r e p l y  s a i d  how deeply . touched he  was by 

t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  nob le  and moving r e f e r ence  t o  him. I-Ie had known 

France s i n c e  the first World -Jar. L i t t l e  d id  he know t h e n  t h a t  one 

day he would r e t u r n  t o  France t o  s e r v e  h i s  country  as I n d i a r  s 

Ambassador. Ifhen t h e r e f o r e  he came t o  P a r i s  as  Ambassador i n  194.9, 

it was l i k e  ' a  dreami t o  him. 

Since  t hen ,  che Ambassador s a i d ,  he h2d t h e  g r e a t  honour and 

p r iv i l ege . . .  
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p r i v i l e g e  t o  r ep resen t  h i s  country i n  France. He was so happy t h a t  

during t h e s e  seven years r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  two coun t r i e s  h2d 

been brought so c lose  leading  t o  s o l u t i o n  o f  problems t h a t  existed 

between them, 

The Ambassador was accompanied d t l r i n ~  t h e  ceremony by o f f i c e r s  

of  the  Embassy sad I@. Harmala Singh Malik, t h e  son of t h e  Ambassador, 

who was presented  t o  the  P res iden t ,  

Amow t h o s e  present  a t  t h e  ceremony weye K De La Ahauviniere, 

Chief of Protocol  of t h e  French Government, General Ganeval, 

I f i l i t a r y  Sec re ta ry  t o  t h e  President  and Ivk. Louis Faucon, Deputy 
, - 

Chief of S e c r e t a r i a t  of t h e  Prime BTinister who represented  

fvlr, Guy Moll-et. 
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