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At Red Fort, ‘impatient’ Modi
spreads 2019 vikas canvas

I-DAY SPEECH Talks space, farmers, women, reforms in last address before LS polls

HT Correspondent

» letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Prime Minister Naren-
draModireachedfor theskieson
Wednesday, promising that an
Indian would be in space before
2022in the course of an Independ-
ence Day address in which he
reached out to key constituencies
— farmers, the poor, women —
and touched upon key issues
(development, corruption,
reforms, security)even ashetar-
geted the Opposition by compar-
ing the present with what it was
likein 2014, when hetook over.

Modi’s fifth speech from the
rampartsofthe Red FortinDelhi,
hislastin hiscurrenttermasPM
— elections are due mid-2019 —
lasted 82 minutes. Sportinga saf-
fron and red turban, the PM
reached out to multiple classes
and communities by projecting
his government’s ‘vast develop-
ment canvas’; highlighted its
ability to takedifficult decisions,
battle corruption and improve
delivery; and spoke of the steps
takentocreate amoreequal and
gender-sensitive India and a
more secure India. He projected
anambitious vision for thefuture
which would entail the fulfilment
of basic materialneedsforall:and
declared thatan Indian would be
in space before 2022,

Devesh Kapur, a political sci-
entistat the Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and commentator, said,
“ThePrime Minster’ speech was
the openingsalvo of the election
campaign.”
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= PM Narendra Modi
delivers his speech
at the Red Fort in
New Delhion
Wednesday.
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This country will neither come to a standstill, neither will it
bend and nor will it get tired. We have to achieve greater

heights, we have to keep moving ahead.
NARENDRA MQODI, Prime Minister
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At Red Fort,
‘impatient’ Modi
spreads 2019

vikas canvas

Andaswith allspeeches with
an eye on elections, both the
achievementsofthe speaker and
thefailures of the opposition are
magnified, with no room for
introspection regarding any mis-
takes that might have been
made,” headded.

The main opposition, the Con-
gress, termed it ‘hollow’, and
urged the PM to accept its party
president Rahul Gandhi’s chal-
lengefor adebate onissuessuch
ascorruption, moblynchingand
Chineseincursions.

Four years (and three months)
into his term, Modi also pointed
outthatanyevaluationof where
India, and his government, stood
must bebased on whereit wasin
2013 on a wide range of metrics,
providing the speech a sharp
political edge by comparing his
record to that of the preceding
government.

This was thefirstmajor theme
of Modi's speech. “If you don’t
recognise where westarted from,
youwon'trealisehow far we have
come,” he said. “Tf we were con-
structing toilets at the pace of
2013, it would have taken decades
to complete toilet construction
forall. If wewere electrifying vil-
lages at the same pace as 2013, it
would have taken two decadesto
electrify all villages.”

In a recognition of India’s
diverse needs, Modi then segued
into otherelementsofthe devel-
opmentstory, from rural housing
to highways; from mobile phone
manufacturing tofoodgrain pro-
duction; from moreschool toilets
tomorehighereducational insti-
tutions. “Look at our vast devel-
opment canvas,” hesaid. Still, in
what was perhaps a subtle
acknowledgment that not all
promises may have got fulfilled
already, the Prime Minister also
said thataiminghigh was neces-
sary. “Ifyouaimbig, youhaveto
be accountable for it, questions
are asked. But if you don’t then
development gets stuck, progress
won’thappen.”

Maodi'ssecond areaoffocus, in
hisspeech, washisgovernment's
ability to take difficult, long-over-
due decisions across a range of
areas; createaframework to bat-
tle corruption; and the role
played by citizensin this process.

He cited the examples of
increasing Minimum Support
Prices for farmers to one and a
halftimes the cost of production;
theimplementation of the Goods
and Services Tax where he
acknowledged the resilience of
smalltraders (the worst affected
inthe changeover); theframingof
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code; One Rank One Pension
(OROP); or action on benami
property, or assets held by
another personora fictitious per-
sonon behalfthereal beneficiary.
OROP promised equal pensionto
military personnel retiringin the
same rank with the same length
of service, regardless of the date
of retirement.

All these decisions, Modi
argued, had been pending for
long--butit was his government
which had implemented them.

Sendingan important political
signal tothe key middle classcon-
stituency, which wasamajor sup-
port base for the Bharatiya Jan-
ataPartyin 2014, Modiexplicitly
acknowledged the contribution
oftaxpayersinsustainingdevel-
opment schemes and said their
troubles were the nation's troub-
les.

Modi also, in a new formula-
tion, appealed to the humanitar-
ianandreligiousinstincts oftax-
payers- by pointing outhow their
taxesfed thepoor,and thiswasa
blessing. It was todraw a contrast
andplaceapremiumon honesty
that Modi said that he would not
spareanyone with blackmoney.
“Youdonotsee power brokersin
Delhi. We have cracked downon
nepotism and corruption.” He
substantiated this with the claim

that 300,000 shell companies had
shutdown, there wasatranspar-
ent online process for environ-
mental clearances and most sig-
nificantly, improvement in wel-
fare delivery mechanisms. The
Modi government hasin the past
claimed that this cleaning-up of
the delivery system has hap-
pened because of the opening of
bank accounts or the poor, Aad-
haar, and direct benefits transfer.

The third broad focusof Modi’s
speech was his emphasis on a
gender-sensitive India, ata time
when therehasbeenanincrease
in reportedincidentsof violence
against women.

Intermsofrepresentation, the
PM gave the examples of three
women judges in the Supreme
Court, womenrepresentationin
his cabinet (six cabinet ministers;
the highest ever for any govern-
ment), and declared that women
officers who entered the armed
forces through a short service
commission would also now be
abletoget apermanentcommis-
sion.

Totackle violenceand the bru-
talincidents of rape, Modi spoke
of speedy justice and the need to
attack the mindset. He also cited
aninstanceof courts handingout
capital punishment, and said,
“This news should be spread.
Thereshould befear...the rule of
lawissupreme.”

Modialsoused the opportunity
to reiterate his government’s
commitmenttobringinginaleg-
islation against instant triple
talaq, and said that there were
‘some people’ --areferenceto the
Congress--whohadblockeditin
therecent Parliament session.

The PM's fourth area of focus
in the speech was internal secu-
rity, which hastraditionally been
a dominant theme of speeches
from the Red Fort.

Modisuggested that thesitua-
tion has dramatically improved
in the Northeast. The Armed For-
ces Special Powers Act (AFSPA),
which gave the forcesa substan-
tially higher degree of legal
immunity, is no longer in force
Tripura, Meghalaya and many
areas of Arunachal Pradesh, he
pointed out. Healso claimed that
the governmentand security for-
ces had also been successful in
reducingdistrictsaffected by left
wingextremism from 126 to90.

The PM then turned to the situ-
ation in Jammu and Kashmir,
which has recently been placed
underthe Governor's Rule. “Atal
Bihari Vajpayee showed us the
way forward in Kashmir, with
three fundamental values of
Insaniyat (humanity), Jamhoo-
riat (democracy), and Kashmiri-
yat.” He spoke of development
work in all three regions of the
state - Jammu, Ladakh and the
valley. “Inafew months, thestate
will also have panchayat elec-
tions,” Modisaidinanimportant
policy announcement.

Modialso used the occasion to
make specific commitments.

The Ayushman Bharat
National Health Protection Mis-
sion (AB-NHPM) that provides
health insurance cover for hospi-
talisation to the country’s poor
will belaunched on September 25,
the birth anniversary of Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya, hesaid.

India, healsodeclared, would
send a manned mission to space
by 2022, when the country com-
pletes 75 years of Independence.

Towardstheend of thespeech,
Modi returned to the develop-
ment theme and also laid out an
ambitious agenda of housing,
power, cooking gas cylinders,
water, sanitation, skills, health,
insurance and connectivity for
all. Hereiterated thatthisgovern-
ment’s slogan would remain
SabkaSaath, Sabka Vikas (collec-
tive efforts, inclusive growth, as
translated in the website
www.narendramodi.in), the
theme that had driven his cam-
paignin2014.

In written responses to ques-
tions from Hindustan Times
recently he said : “My platform
will be all-round development,
quick development, and develop-
mentforall.”

Milan Vaishnav, seniorfellow
at the Carnegie Endowment for



'PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU Hindustan Times De|h|
a3 m-ia-a- )
covnmﬁmmmm Thursday, 16th August 2018; Page: 1

o Width: 6.60 cms; Height: 20.51 cms; a4; ID: 12.2018-08-16.10

International peace said: “With
hislastIndependence Day speech
before 2019, Modi has executed
hissecond pivotin publiclife. The
first, during the latter end of his
Gujarat tenure, was transition-
ing from a Hindutva strongman
toIndia's 21st century economic
moderniser. The second pivot,
underway for the last two years
butfully articulated today, wasa
shifttothe welfaremessiah of the
Indian citizenry.”

Congress' chiefspokesperson
Randeep Singh Surjewala, how-
ever, said Modi did not utter asin-
gle word that was ‘meaningful’ to
the common people. “People are
now tired of the fake achhe din
(good days) promised by the BJP
and are waiting for sachhe din
(days of truth) when Modi
departsas PM ofthe country.” He
asked if Modi was ready for a
debate with Gandhi on corrup-
tion, distressinfarmingand mob
Iynchings.

There is no question of stop-
ping or relenting in the journey
ahead, Modisaid. “Tamimpatient
because many countries have
moved ahead and India hastogo
forward..l am restless because |
havetoimprove the quality oflife
of our citizens..I am concerned
becauseIndiahastobeatthefore-
front of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution..lameagerbecausel
want the country to use its
resources and abilities.”



