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Won't tolerate corruption, will
protect honest taxpayers: PM

UPA VS NDA: INFRA REPORT CARD

Times News NeTwonrk

 day the government will

not tolerate black money

and corruption, indicating

that he will continue with the

drive, while assuring honest

taxpayers that the Centre will
protect their interests.

“I would like to assure
taxpayers that your worries
are our worries. We are with
you because the country will
develop due to your coniribu-
tlon and, therefore, we will
not tolerate black money and
corruption. Despite the diffl-
culties we face, I will not
abandon this path because
they have wreaked havoc by
eating into the country’s re-
sources like termites,” Modi
said in his I-Day address.

Hesaid the income tax ba-
seaswell as the number of en-
titles paving indirect taxes
had significantly increased
in the Iast four years. For in-
stance, government data sho-

I M Muodi said on Wednes-

A presentation by government departments to Prime

Minister Narendra Modi has claimed that performance across

infrastructure sectors has increased during the NDA regime

PARAMETERS U S NDA-2

Total NH constructed (km) 10444 28531 P47

NH construction (km/ day) 1.7 27 1308

Rural road constructed (lakh km) 13 17 H308

Rural houses constructed (lakh) 256 107

Urban houses constructed (lakh) 53 82 547

New rail lines, doubling, gange _ :

comversion (an) 6118 9528 MN557

Elecirificaion (km) 2617 8411 N7 714

Mg traffic volume at major ports .

(mn tonnes vear) 5603 6285 |122

Air traffic growth (%) 77 624 |NA

Source: Govt

wed that the number of inco- of those paying indirecttaxes
me t@axpayers increased from ranging from central excise
around 4 crore in 2013 to 6.75  and state VAT to services tax
crorein 2018, ariseof around andentertainment tax.
T0%. Similarly with the intro- The commenis on income
duction of GST, thebaseincr- taxpayers were aimed at cri-
eased to 1.16 crore from arou-  ties of demonetisation, who

ndT01akh, which was the pool

have repeatedly gquestioned

the move even as the govern-
ment has maintained it will
help in expanding the tax ba-
se. Similarly, the numbers on
GST were probably meant to
dssure consumers and taxpa-
yersaboutawider baseresul-
ting in higher compliance.
The government has repea-
tedly said that a more robust
base will help reduce tax ra-
tes and lower the overall bur-
den on consumers.

The PM also sought to al-
lay the grievance of many in-
dividuals, who complain of
being burdened by tax liabili-
ty without getting quality he-
althcare or education in re-
furn. “Taxes paid by honest
taxpavers should get credit
for the schemes that are be-
ing run by the government...
A mindset is being created in
the country against paying
taxes. But when a taxpayer
gets to know that the taxes he
pays helps feed three poor pe-
ople, it provides him with gre-
at satisfaction,” Modi said.




