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Will take Vajpayee’s
path on Kashmir: PM

HTCorrespondent

« lalters@hindustantimes.cam

NEWDELHL: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday called
embracing the people and “not
going down the path of bullets
and abuses” as the way forward
inresolving problemsin Jammu
and Kashmir. He reiterated
former prime minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s vision of
“insaniyat, (humanity), jamhoo-
riyat (democracy),and Kashmiri-
yat (inclusive Kashmiri cul-
ture),” for the state. Modi called
the path Vajpayee showed toend
Kashmir's problemstherightone
and said the government would
follow the same approach.

“We want to walk down the
same path. Vajpayvee ji had said
insaniyat, Kashmiriyat andjam-
hooriyat were the three guiding
points to be followed for the bal-
anced development of the state,

valley or the Jammu region,”
Modi said in his speech. He said
Vajpayee’'s vision for peace
would go a long way in meeting
aspirationsofthestate’s people.

Modi said local bodies elec-
tions would be held soon in the
state, which is under the gover-
nor’srulesince BharativaJanata
Party withdrew supportfromthe
People’s Democratic Party-led
coalition government in June.
The elections were scheduled to
beheldinJanuary. Butthey were
deferred after the coalition gov-
ernment told the Centre the situa-
tion was not conducive.Pancha-
yat polls were last held in the
state in 2011. Urban local body
elections have not been held for
eight years.

Modi said the left-wing
extremism had beenrestricted to
90districts, comparedto 126 ear-
lier. He attributed it to the sus-
tained efforts of the forces and
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