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Deen Dayal’s Blrthday Plcked For Rollout Of Unwersal Health Scheme

Tines News Nerwori

S Wednesday announced
A September 25 asthedead-
line for rolling out the world's
largest health scheme — Ay-
ushman Bharat National He-
alth Protection Scheme — en-
tailing an estimated 50 crore
people in over 10 crore famili-
es with an annmual health co-
ver of Rsblakh per familv

The universal health sche-
me assumes significance as it
will provide free treatment for
all critical diseases that requi-
re hospitalisation, which is of-
ten out of reach of the poor be-
cause of spiralling costs.

“On the 25th of September;
the birth anniversary of Pan-
dit Deen Dayval Upadhyaya,
the Pradhanmantri Jan Aro-
gya Abhiyan will be launched
throughout the country. No
poor person will have to face
difficulty in dealing with dise-
ases. Nor would he have to
borrow from a moneylender
and pay interest,” Modi anno-
unced in his I-Day address.
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]’ M Narendra Modi on

PM Narendra Modi meets schoolchildren after his |- Da;r address at Ifle mzd Fort in New DEEhF

scale of the scheme, Modi sa-
1d the number of beneficiari-
es will be aimost equal to the
combined population of the
US , Canada and Mexico. In
fact, the number is nearly
sameasthe populationof the

entire Europe, he said.

Cautious of any slips, gi-

ven itsmassivescale, the sche-
me will be operated through a
transparent
vensystem and will be foolpro-
of. This technology will be tes-
ted across thecountry aver the
next4d-6 weeks, hesaid.

technology-ari-

The National Health
Agency responsible for imp-
lementing the scheme is wor-
kKing with around 12 states
where NHPS will be launched
in iis first leg. This includes
states like Chhattisgarh, As-
sam, MP, Bengal, Nagaland,

AndhraPradesh, Gujaratand
most Union territories.

Modi also promised to ex-
tend the benefits of the sche-
me to people from middle
class in future, emphasising
on the efforts of his govern-
ment to make treatment for
serious diseases accessible
to the common marn.

The scheme, which will
operate through partnership
with insurance firms, hospi-
tals and states, is also expec-
ted to create large number of
jobs - estimated at around 2
lakh over the next five years.
“And it will also open new av-
enues of employment for the
youth in the health sector
New hospitals will be built in
tler-2 and tier-3 cities. They
will require medical staff in
largenumbers. Alot of emplo-
yment opporiunities will also
begenerated.” the PM said.

S0 far the Centre has sig-
ned memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with 26 sta-
tes. The government will roll
out the scheme in different
phases and plans to cover all
the states by October 2.




