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PM promises
to give kisans
access to
global markets

Toaes News NErwork

M Modi said on Wednes-
-/ day the couniry will soon
have an ‘agriculture ex-
port policy’ so that Indian far-
mers can strongly compete in
the global market. “Our gra-
naries are full... but times ha-
ve changed. Our farmers and
agricultural markets have to
face global challenges and
competition. The changing
times demand our agricultu-
ral methods should also be
modern and more scientific.
We want to bring value addi-
tion right from ‘beej se bazaar
tak’ (seeds to market),” Modi
said in his[-Day speech.

His remarks came in the
backdrop of concerns that
farmers’ economic well-being
could not improve much de-
spite record production of fo-
odgrain over the years. Modi
also reiterated his govern-
ment’s efforts to double far-
mers’ income by 2022 and emp-
hasised that attempts were be-
ing made to modernise the sec-
tor through technological and
policy interventions. Hesaid he
dreamed of achieving this goal
by the time the country celebra-
ted 75 years of Independence.

The commerce minisiry
had in March come out with a
draft policy aimed at doubling
agricultural exporis (from abo-
ut $30 billion to over $60 billion
by 2022) and integrating Indian
farmersand agriculiural goods
with the global value chain.
The policy is expected to be no-
tified soon after incorporating
stakeholders’ suggestions.

In a response to his critics,
the PM said. “We have a vision
to double farmers’ income Dy
the 75th year of Independence.
Some people have doubts.
which is quite natural. But we
are determined. “Hum makk-
han par lakeer nahi, patthar
par lakeer Eheenchne wadale ha-
in (decisions taken by us are
cast in stone, not on butter).”

He listed his government’s
measures, such as promoting
organic farming, blue revolu-
tion, sweet revolution and solar
farming among others, and re-
cdlled his decision to increase
the MSP of Kharifcrop by 1.5 ti-
mes the cost of production.




