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Govt. nod for 111 Naval utility choppers

DAC approvals for procurement worth 21,000 crore a fillip to indigenous manufacturing sector

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), which met on
Saturday gave formal appro-
val for procurement of 111
Naval Utility Helicopters
worth over 321,000 crore.

The Navy had issued the
Request for Information
(RFI) last year but clarity was
awaited on the implementa-
tion guidelines under the
Strategic Partnership (SP)
model. The guidelines were
approved recently and are
expected to be issued
shortly.

“This is the first project
under the MoD’s prestigious
Strategic Partnership (SP)

Ship to sky: An ageing Sea King helicopter, the mainstay of
the Navy's air squadrons. =SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Model that aims at providing
significant fillip to the Go-
vernment’s ‘Make in India’
programme,” the Defence
Ministry said in a statement.

SP model envisages indi-
genous manufacturing of
major defence platforms by
an Indian Strategic Partner
under technology transfer

from a foreign Original
Equipment Manufacturer
(OEM).

The DAC decision will be
valid for 18 months within
which the Navy has to pro-
cess the deal.

The selected manufactur-
er will then tie up with a suit-
able Indian partner to manu-
facture the helicopters in
India.

For the Army

In another deal for the Ar-
my, the DAC granted appro-
val for procurement of 150
indigenously developed 155
mm Advanced Towed Artil-
lery Gun Systems (ATAGS), at
an approximate cost of

%3,364.78 crore.

These guns have been in-
digenously designed and de-
veloped by the Defence Re-
search and Development
Organisation (DRDO) in part-
nership with the private sec-
tor. They will be manufac-
tured by  production
agencies as nominated by
the DRDO, the statement
said.

The DAC also cleared the
procurement of 14 Vertically
Launched Short Range Mis-
sile Systems for the Navy,
which will boost the self-de-
fence capability of ships
against Anti-Ship Missiles. Of
these, 10 systems will be in-
digenously developed.



