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Permanent commission for women
in more branches of military soon

Tines News NETwork

i vyomen officers will
\ / now be able toopt for
"V permanent commis-
sion in some other branches
of the armed forces, apart
from existing ones like legal
and education, though there
is no plan to induct them in
combat arms like infantry,
mechanised infantry, artille-
ry and armoured corps or al-
low them t0 serve on board
warships and submarines.

*1 wish t0 share some
wonderful news with my bra-
vedaughters. Women officers
who have been appointed th-
rough the short service com-
mission (SSC) in the armed
forces will get permanent
commission (PC). The selec-
tion will be transparent and
like the oneformaleofficers,”
the PM said in hisaddress.

Defence ministry offici-
als said the government will
NOW come out with a compre-
hensive policy on granting
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Tne PM: mamlsed a h-ansparent selection process for women via SSC

permanent commission to
women officersin the next co-
uple of months after consul-
tations with the Army, Navy
and TAE The PM's announce-
ment on permanent commis-
sion comes four months after
the government told the Su-
preme Court that it was con-
sidering such a move.
Women officers, who un-

der the SSC can serve for a
maximum of 14 years, have
been demanding permanent
commission for a long time
but have had to contend with
entrenched mindsets in the
predominantly male envi-
rons of the armed forces.
Despite being inducted
into the armed forces since
the early 1290s, women offi-

cers (they are not inducted
in lower ranks) number just
1,561 in Army, 1,610 in TAF
and 489 in Navy in the 65.000-
sirong officer cadre in the
over 14-lakh armed forces.
Only around 350 women offi-
cers have been granted per-
manent commission il
now. These figures do not in-
clude women officers in the
medical, dental and nursing
sireams who are induocted
through the PC route.
Underthe new policy, wo-
men SSC officers in other
wings like ordnance, sig-
nals, engineers, intellizen-
ce, air defence, logistics and
air traffic control, among
others, will also be able to
opt for permanent commis-
sion. “The technicalities
will have to be worked out.
Will they, for instance, com-
mand air defence or engine-
ering units in Army? Will
they get PC in the flying stre-
am in IAF and Navy?” a se-
niorofficer said.




