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Govt says 50% seats in RPF reserved for
women, CCTV cameras in all major trains

HT Correspondents
= htpalha@hindustantimes.com

PATNA/ARA: In a major step
towards ensuring the safety of
women passengers, Unionrail-
way minister Piyush Goyal on
Sunday announced reserving
50% seats for women in the
recruitment of personnel for the
Railway Protection Force
(RPF). The railways has initi-
ated the process for reeruiting
about 10,000 RPF personnel.
Goyal laid the foundation
stones for, and inaugurated,
variousrailway facilities at dif-
ferent functions held in Bihar’s
Patnaand Ara on Sunday.
Theminister also announced
that all 6,000 railway stations
across the country and impor-
tant trains will soon be brought
under the surveillance of the

close circuit television (CCTV)

cameras.

Hesaid the process forinstal-
lation of CCTV cameras would
belaunched soon.

At Ara, Goyal laid the founda-
tion for several development
projects, including electrifica-
tion of 97-km-long Ara-Sasaram
rail line. The project, worth

391.29 crore, will help the rail-
waysincrease speed oftrainson
this route and reduce traffic
loan on Pandit Deendayval Upad-
hyaya-Patna and Pandit Deen-
dayal Upadhyaya-Gaya rail
routes, said Goyal.

Attending the commence-
ment of construction of a foot
overbridge at Ara, Karisath,
Koelwar and Kulhariya sta-
tions, the minister announced
stoppage of Kumbha Express
(Howrah-Haridwar express)at
Ara station.

Applauding the local MP and
minister of state for power
(independent charge), RK
Singh, for actively participating
in the development of the area,
the railway minister said, “RK
Singh nejina haram kar diya hai
(R K Singh has madelife misera-

iveforhisarea). Now, duetothe
double engine, there will be
more development in Bihar.”

Therailways hasannounced
vacancies for about 1.25 lakh
postsindifferent categories, he
added.

Singh said, currently, devel-
opment projects Ara included
expanding circulating area of
Ara railway station premises,
facility of escalator, lift and
washing pit.

Union minister of state for
health Ashwini Kumar
Choubey, Bihar deputy chief
minister Sushil Kumar Modi,
Sasaram MP Chedi Paswan and
others addressed the function.

Hast central railway general
manager LC Trivedi, DRM of
Danapur rail division Ranjan
Prakash Thakur and others
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