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Policefoils militantplanto
disturbDelhi'sl-Day event

Policearrested Irfan Hussain Wani &seized 8 grenadeswhich hewasto hand overtoacontact

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
JAMMU, 6 AUGUST

he Jammu and Kash-

mir Police today

claimed to have foiled

an attempt by Al-
Qaidalinked Ansar Ghazwat-
ul-Hind terror group to dis-
rupt the Independence Day
celebrations in Delhi with
the arrest of a terrorist.

Inspector General of Police,
(Jammu) S D S Jamwal told
reporters that Irfan Hussain
Wani, who hailed from Dan-
gerpora-Awantipora village
of south Kashmir, was arrest-
ed from Gandhi Nagarlocal-
ity of Jammu city yesterday.

He said a police squad
noticed him moving under
suspicious circumstances at
Chatri point. Eight grenades
were seized from his bag after
a search and he was imme-
diately taken into custody
and interrogated.

“Hewas carrying this cache
of grenades to Delhi to hand
it over to a contact. These
grenades would have been
used to disturb the Indepen-
dence Day celebrations,”
Jamwal said, adding that he
was also carrying Rs 60,000.

The Jammu police chief
said that during question-
ing, the 25-year-old revealed
his affiliation with Ansar
Ghazwat-ul-Hind led by Zakir
Mussa and added thathewas
in touch with number two of
the outfit, Rehan.

“A BA dropout and radi-
calised, the terroristwas active
in militancy for the last one
year. With his arrest, a major
chance of disturbing the Inde-
pendence day celebrationsin
Delhi and parts of Jammu
was foiled,” he said. Terming

the arrest a “major success”,
the IGP said it was the result
of robust security measures
put in place by the police to
ensure peaceful Indepen-
dence Day celebrations in
Jammu.TheIGP said the inter-
rogation of the terrorist was
going on and revealing any-
thing more would hamper
the investigation.

He said that they were
looking into all aspects and
they were also checking his
mobile phone for more infor-
mation.

Meanwhile, the Delhi Police
said that it would be ques-
tioning the accused. A team
of the Special Cellis in Jammu.

Inreply to a question, the
IGP said that Wani was not
onboard a Delhi-bound bus
but on foot when he was
intercepted by alert policemen.

The police official said
thatWani had received the con-
signmentin Kashmirand was
planning to hand over the
same to somebody in Delhi
and added that there was no
security lapse.

“His arrest was the result
of the robust security struc-
turewhichisinplace,” he said.

Asked whether the arrest
of the Ansar Ghazwat-ul-
Hind terrorist was linked to
an intelligence alert about a
terrorists' plan to trigger ser-
ial blasts in Delhi or Jammu,
he said, “Maybe it is a part of
thatbutwe have maintained
high alert and the major suc-
cesswas theresultof thatalert-
ness.”

Onagrenadeattackat the
Jammu bus stand on May 24
which left two policemen and
apedestrian injured, he said
it was a separate incident
and notlinked with this arrest.
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Pigeons fly on the second day of strikes called by Kashmiri sep-
aratists against attempts to revoke Articles 35A and 370, in

downtown Srinagar on Monday.
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We have already solved
the case and arrested the
accused. We will share details
of the same separately,” the
officer said.

The policemen were on
high alertand Independence
Day celebrations would pass
off peacefully, the IGP said.

About hideout and pres-
ence of sleeper cells in Jammu,
hesaid, “Investigation is going
on and once we get any con-
crete information we will
share it with you.”

Asked whether the Amar-
nath yatra was suspended
from Jammu due to the sep-
aratist sponsored strike in
Kashmir valley in support of
Article 35A, he said the annu-
al pilgrimage was going on for
the last over one month and
had seen a decline in the
number of the pilgrims vis-
iting the 3,880 metre high
holy cave shrine.

“As per our administra-
tive arrangement, once the
number of intending pilgrims
goes up, the yatrawill resume,”

he said.

JeM militantheld: A Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) militant
was arrested from the Anant-
nag district of Jammu and
Kashmir and explosives recov-
ered from his possession,
police said today.

“Police arrested a JeM ter-
rorist from the Anantnagdis-
trict and recovered a huge
cache ofincriminating mate-
rial including explosives
intended for terror strikes,” a
police spokesman said.

Actingon aspecificinput,
Muzamil Ahmad Dar (22)
was arrested, the spokesman
said. A case under the relevant
sections oflawhas been reg-
istered at police station Bijbe-
hara, he added.The ammu-
nition recovered on his dis-
closure includes hand
grenades, IED, Chinese
grenade, detonators, mobile
phones, battery, safety fuse
wire, cordex wire, safety fuse,
black explosive, white explo-
sive and circuit wire, the
spokesman said.
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