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Forces in J&K

given a free hand:
Rajnath Singh

Home Minister cites spate of killings

VIJAITA SINGH
NEW DELHI

A day after the Centre decid-
ed not to extend the suspen-
sion of operations (SoO) or
cease-ops in Jammu and
Kashmir, Home Minister
Rajnath Singh said “security
forces have been given a
free hand.”

He told The Hindu on
Monday that he was pained
by the murders of Rising
Kashmir editor Shujaat Buk-
hari and Army rifleman Au-
rangzeb.

Rational explained

“A person like Shujaat was
killed, Aurangzeb was
killed. Apart from this, ma-
ny other security personnel
were killed. We have given a
free hand to security forces
to conduct operations
against terrorists,” he said,
explaining why the SoO was
not extended beyond the
month of Ramzan.

Bukhari and his two per-
sonal security officers were
killed by three motorcycle-
borne “terrorists” on June
14 near his office at Press En-
clave in the heart of Srina-
gar. Next day, the body of
Aurangzeb, who was part of
the team that killed Hizbul
Mujahideen commander Sa-
meer Tiger in April, was

found in Pulwama. Aurang-
zeb had been abducted the
previous day, when he left
his camp to go home to
Poonch to celebrate Id.

Smooth yatra

Mr. Singh said the Amarnath
Yatra, which begins on June
28, would be conducted

smoothly.
On Monday, special re-
presentative Dineshwar

Sharma met Bukhari’s fami-
ly. Mr. Sharma, who was in-
strumental in the imple-
mentation of the SoO, is
visiting the State this week.

The SoO was announced
on May 16 for the month of
Ramzan, which ended on
June 16.
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Forces in J&K given a

free hand: Rajnath

A senior Home Ministry offi-
cial said the SoO served the
purpose for which it was an-
nounced and the impres-
sion that it was being with-
drawn Dbecause of any
incident was erroneous.
“The SoO did not have an
automatic extension clock.
It was implemented for giv-
ing relief to people in Kash-
mir during the month of
Ramzan and it served the
purpose,” a Home Ministry
spokesperson said.

He said the number of ci-
vilians who were killed had
come down during Ramzan.

“The other side was not
forthcoming. There was no
cooperation or positive res-
ponse from the Hurriyat
(separatists) or the mili-
tants. There was no forward
movement on dialogue and
no let-up in efforts to infil-
trate from across the border
during the So0O. Therefore it
was not extended,” the spo-
kesperson said.



