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IAF effort to support HAL
hit capabilities: Dhanoa

CRITICAL Air chief says additional productlon of Su-30 is delayed by over two years

SudhiRanjanSen . . ...

« sudhi:sen@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: The Indian Air Force's
(IAF) effortstosupport the state-
owned aircraftmaker Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) has
affected its fighting capabilities,
Chiefof Air Staff, Air ChiefMar-
shal B S Dhanoasaid in Delhion
Friday.

TAF hasonly cooperated with
HAL; “asaservice; we have made
concessionsfor HAL, but will the
enemy make any concession for
uswhenwefacetheminbattle?”
he questioned.

The air chief was delivering
the 10th Jumbo® Majumdar Inter-
national Conference at the Cen-
trefor Air Power Studies (CAPS)
inNew Delhi and wasresponding
to criticism about the 1AFs
alleged dislike for the indigenous
fighter made by HAL, Light Com-
bat Aircraft, Tejas.

“TAF has not shifted any goal
postsasalleged,” Air Chief Mar-
shal Dhanoasaid counteringalle-
gationsthat developmentsofthe
Tejas fighter suffered because the
TAF changed specifications and
requirements frequently.

Onthecontrary, the IAF chief
said, “We have maintained the
Air Staff Quality Requirements
(ASQR or specifications) of the
first 20 LCA MK-1 at standards
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issuedin 1985.” And even then
HAL has been able to manufac-
tureonly “10fighters”, headded.

AHAL spokesperson declined
comment on the air chief’s com-
mentswhich comeatatimewhen
thestate-owned aircraft makeris
infinancial distress of somesort
andalsowhenitisin themiddle of
the controversy surrounding the
government's Rafalefighter deal.

A HAL official who spoke on
condition of anonymity asked:
“DoesntIAF allow concessions
and modifications toforeign ven-
dors? Concessionsarealsogiven
to Defence Research Develop-
ment Organisation and the Aero-
nautical Development Agency.
Why isHAL beingsingled out?.”

Putting HAL on the mat, Air
Chief Marshal Dhanoa said
upgrading of one squadron of
Jaguar deep strike bombers,
nearly two squadrons of
Su-30MKi, India's mainstay

fighters, and one squadron of
Mirage-2000, amulti-rolefighter,
all work being done by the state-
owned firm, was far behind
schedule.

“Additional production of
Su-30isdelayed by over two years
and LCA production commit-
ment (has been delayed) by over
six yvears,” headded.

Inaddition, theair chiefsaidin
its quest for indigenisation, IAF
haslost as many as 17 personnel
including test pilots and engi-
neersinairaccidents.

These accidents happened
when “testingand evaluation” of
theindigenous platformssuch as
Marutfighters Kiran trainers.

The National Democratic Alli-
ance’sdeal tobuy 36 Rafalefight-
ers in a governiment to govern-
ment deal from France has
become controversial.

It replaces a deal by the previ-
ous government to buy 126 air-
craft of which 108 were to be
assembledin India by HAL.

The government has said the
old deal wasn't viable.

The opposition Congress and
othershaveclaimedthe new
deal is costlier than the old one,
thatdueprocess wasn'tfollowed,
and that thenew deal wasdoneto
benefit Reliance Defence, an off-
setpartner of Rafale maker Das-
sault,

Reliance, Dassault and the
government have denied this.

Thegovernment hasalsosaid
the prices are not comparable
because the new deal also
includes India-specific customi-
sation and weapons.

The Supreme Court recently
said it believes due process was
followed in the deal and that it
wouldn't gointo the pricingofthe
deal, effectively giving the gov-
ernmenta clean chit.

However, the controversy con-
tinues torage on. In the course of
this, Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd’s ability to manufacture air-
craft has also been called into
guestion.

TheIAF chiefalsosaid thatthe
force can't cut down either
expendittre orits workforce any-
more.

“The entire salary bill of the
IAF is 16,621 crores, while our
capital expenditureis 35,407 cro-
res. Weneed 38870 crores for fuel
and maintenance.”

Headded: “Thereisno way we
cancutour manpower to pay for
our capital acquisitions”.

Explaining the high cost of
operations, the IAF chief
explained: “Manning of a Su-30
squadron isnearly twicethatofa
MiG-21squadronandthe cost
of per houroperationis3.5times
higher.”




