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Centre’s ‘no tolerance’ policy
against militancy to continue

SudhiRanjanSen

» sudhisen@htlive.com

NEWDELHI: The Centre hasdecided
to persist with its muscular “no
tolerance™ policy towards mili-
tancy in Jammu and Kashmir
even as violence in the Valley
increases, a senior government
official said on Saturday, a day
thesecurity forcesshot dead four
militantsin Pulwama district.

“Through the winter, counter-
terror operations by the Srina-
gar-based Chinar Corps of the
Indian Army along with Central
Reserve Police Forceand Jammu
and KashmirPolice will continue
unabated ifnotscaled up,” asen-
ior ministry of home affairs
(MHA) official said on condition
of anonymity.

The decision to continue with
thenotolerance policy was taken
afterareview in New Delhi. “We
believe results will be visible
soon...,” a second MHA official,
whoisnotauthorised tospeakto

the media, said.

This year, at least 180 young
men from the Valley havejoined
terrorgroupslike the Lashkar-e-
Taiba(LeT)and Jaish-e-Moham-
med (JeM), among others, and
around 240 suspected terrorists
killed, the most since 2010. The
slain militants include 12 top
commandersofvarious militant
groups. Gun battles have some-
times been followed by civilian
protests.

“Thebalance, however, istip-
pinginourfavour after sustained
counter-terror operations from
June 2018. Terror groups in the
valley areleaderless, the groups
are directionless and most in
their ranks lack training. With
winter comingin, it will beimpos-
sible for those (terrorists) in the
Valley to hide in the forests or
headintomountains....,” asenior
officer at Army Headquarters
said, explainingthe Centre deci-
sion. “By March, the security sit-
uation could change.”

And after a sudden spike, of
late, a smaller number of local
men are joining terror groups.
“Onlyfivelocal boysjoined local
terror groups last month after a
sudden peak in June, July and
August”, a senior ministry of
defence official said.

Earlier this vear, the govern-
mentsuspended anti-terror oper-
ationsduringRamazan inamove
described as “non-initiation of
combatoperations” in Kashmir,
Afterjournalist Shujaat Bukhari,
editor of Rising Kashmir, and
Indian army soldier Aurangzeb
were Killed by militants, the initi-
ative was called off.

In addition, what has encour-
aged decision-makerstocontinue
withthepolicyistheintelligence
from the locals. “Local popula-
tion sharing information with
security agenciesis a clear indi-
cation that the tide is turning in
favourofthestate,” a senior offi-
cerinthesecurity establishment
said, requesting anonymity.



