(PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
T I SR
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
IR ABR

Economic Times , Delhi
Wednesday, 14th November 2018; Page: 3
Width: 31.68 cms; Height: 101.67 cms; a3; ID: 21.2018-11-14.26

‘India doesn't have the deep pockets that
China has; they have spent a lot on infra’

50 Wl SUNIL LANBA

CHIEF OF THE NAVAL STAFF

‘India Now Has an Assured
Second-strike Capability’

The Rafale controversy will have no
bearing on the Indian Navy's quest for 57
new fighter jets, said Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Sunil Lanba. He said Indiais
keepinganeye and “doingits bit" to tackle
theincreased Chinese presence inthe
Indian Ocean Region. Lanba spoke with
Manu Pubby as 32 member-nations and
observers of the Indian Ocean Naval
Symposium gather in Kochi to mark its
tenthanniversary. Excerpts:

How significant is the announced
deterrence patrol of the INS Arihant
nuclear missile submarine?

The PM has said itall and the only thing
that | can say is that we have now de-
monstrated the sea vectors capability by
doing the deterrence patrol. Our nuclear
policyisof ‘nofirstuse’and the deterren-
ce patrol has demonstrated that you have
anassured second-strike capability.

There have beenreports of increased
Chinese presence in the Indian Ocean
Region. How is this being countered
by the Indian Navy?

Operationally at sea, the mission-based
deployments, which we have been doing
forover ayear, have ensured that the
entry and exit routes of the Indian Ocean
Region-the choke points—areall being
monitored. We have permanent presence
now in many parts including the Mallaca
Strait, the Gulf of Aden and the Arabian
Seaas well as the Bay of Bengal. So, our
domainawareness hasimproved.

Have we been monitoring the
presence of these assets in our region?
All deployments of Peoples Liberation
Army (Navy) shipsand submarinesare
being monitored. They are always being
welcomed by us when they enter the
region, so we know what is happening.
India does not have the deep pockets that
China has—they have spentalot of money
oninfrastructure, including ports that are
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Indian governmentis
workingalongwith
nationsinthelndian
OceanRegion, in Afri-
caandinSouthAsia

over collapsed post 2007-08.So, two of
theyards have gone bust-Bharti and
ABG. The presentlot of private yards are
having their own financial challenges but
weare very keen that there is participa-
tion from both the publicand private
sector yards in our shipbuilding pro-
grammes. We need them so that we can
build our capability atamuch faster rate
and | wish that Reliance can sort out its
issues.
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On the strategic partnerships model
for the private sector, how fast do you
see the submarine programme
progressing? Will Mazagon Dock and
Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL) also be a part
of the programme?
The process itself has been approved and
the specifics for the submarine segment
have been drafted and will now come up
for approval of the defence acquisition
council. We are hopeful that the first
among the strategic partnership pro-
grammes will be the Naval Utility Heli-
copters, for which we already have
clearances. We are hopeful that the
submarine segment will also get appro-
vedand we can take this forward.

We would also like MDL to be one of the
yards to be part of the submarine building
programme as they have demonstrated
capabilities.

Canyou share updates on the plan to
build minesweepers in India, as well as
the twofrigates to be constructed at
the Goa Shipyard Ltd (GSL)?

We have signed a contract with Russia for
twoof the Project 11356 class frigates and
we will now sign a contract with GSL for
the balance two that are to be made in
India. On the minesweepers, we think GSL
should be able to issue anew expression
of interest and we are hopeful that we will
haveamulti vendor situation this time.

RFPfor this towards theend of
2019.And, Idonot think that

r Weshould be able taissue the

present occurrences (Rafale controversy)
should haveany linkagetothisatall

economically unviable. We have seen
their first overseas base in Djibouti
and there has been a continuous
deployment (in the Gulf of Aden)
since 2008. The Indian government
isworkingalong with nationsin the
Indian Ocean Region, in Africaand
inSouth Asiaand therearea
number of initiatives, frominvest-
ments toline of credits. So, Indiaas
anationisdoingitsbit.

Akey partof the Indian Navy’s
plans to ensure presence in the
region has beenthe questfora
third aircraft carrier. Are those
plansstill ontrack?
Theplanisstillontrackand we are
working to take it forward to getin-
principle approval for asecond
aircraft carrier (after the under
construction INS Vikrant at Kochi).
We have decided the formand
fit-itwillbe a 65,000 ton CATOBAR
(catapult assisted take off but
arrested landing) carrier and will
be conventionally powered. Itis
central to the Navy's philosophy to
have threeaircraft carrier battle
groups.
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The Navy is also looking for 57
new fighter jets for its second
aircraft carrier. Do you think the
Rafale controversy will havea
bearing towards this
procurement?

Weshould be able toissue the RFP
(request for proposal) for this
towards the end of 2019. And, | do
not think that present occurren-
cesshould have any linkage to
thisatall.

The Navy has traditionally been
atthe forefront of ‘Make in
India’ but the health of private
sector shipyards hasbeena
matter of concern. Is having the
private sector sustainable,
given the financial ill health of
the Reliance Naval yard as well?
Over 200 ships have already been
builtin India for the Navy, from sea
wards defence shipsto the aircraft
carrier that is under construction.
We opened the sector to the pri-
vate industry but, unfortunately
for us, the shipping industry world




