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Buddhist circuit project tobe completed by ’20: Gadkari

PTI
NAGPUR, 17 OCTOBER

Union minister Nitin Gadkari
onWednesday said the ongo-
ing project to develop Bud-
dhist circuit in the country will
be completed by 2020.

He said the project, which
will connect the places of
importance of Buddha'slife,
is being carried out at a cost
0f¥10,000 crore.

“A huge number of devo-
tees of Gautam Buddha from
across the world visit India.
However, due to lack of prop-
er roads they are not able to
visit the Buddhist pilgrimage
sites,” the Minister Road
Transport & Highways said in
a press conference here.

Gadkarisaid, the Ministry
of Road Transport and High-
ways is developing roads at
various places in Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar to connect the
Buddhist pilgrimage sites,

including Vaishali, Patna,
Bodh Gaya, Rajgir, Nalanda,
Kahalgaon andVikramshila.

“The Buddhist circuit,
which includes places ofhigh
significance in Buddhism will
be completed by 2020 with an
investment ofabout310,000
crore,” he added. Construc-
tion of roads as part of the Bud-
dhist circuit is currently
underway, the senior BJP
leader said adding that the pro-

jectwould increase the num-

ber of foreign tourists and gen-
erate job opportunities.
“Our department has pre-
pared the Buddhist circuit
plan thatinvolves three parts-

the Buddhist circuit Bihar,
Dharmayatra circuit and
Extended Dharmayatra cir-
cuit,” the minister said.

According to him, the Bud-
dhist circuit Bihar plan
includes Bodh Gaya, Nalan-
da, Rajgir, Vaishali, Kahal-
gaon and Patna; the Dhar-
mayatra circuitincludes Bodh
Gaya (Bihar), Sarnath (UP),
Kushinagar (UP) and Piprah-
wa (UP), while the Extended
Dharamayatra circuit includes
Bodh Gaya (Bihar)- Vikramshi-
la (Bihar), Sarnath (UP), Kushi-
nagar (UP), Kapilvastu (UP),
Sankisa (UP) and Piprahwa
(UP).



