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India to
launch two
UK satellites
on Sunday

CHENNAI, 13 SEPTEMBER

Indian rocket Polar Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle (PSLV)
will put into orbit on Sun-
day two foreign satellites -
NovaSAR and S1-4 - togeth-
er weighing 889 kg, said a
top official.

"The September 16 rock-
et launch will be a fully
commercial launch. The
rocketwill be carrying only
the two foreign satellites,"
K. Sivan, Chairman of the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO), told
IANS on Thursday.

He said such commer-
cial launches were not new
for ISRO as it has done
that several times earlier.

The PSLV rocket will
blast off from the first
launch pad of Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota in Andhra
Pradesh.

The two satellites belong
to Surrey Satellite Tech-
nologies Ltd (SSTL), UK,
under commercial arrange-
ment with Antrix Corp Ltd
- the commercial arm of
ISRO.

According to ISRO, the
two earth observation satel-
lites will be launched into
a 583 km Sun Synchro-
nous Orbit.

NovaSAR is a S-Band
Synthetic Aperture Radar
satellite intended for for-
estmapping, land use and
ice cover monitoring, flood
and disaster monitoring.

S1-4isahighresolution
Optical Earth Observation
Satellite, used for survey-
ing resources, environ-
ment monitoring, urban
management and for dis-
aster monitoring. AGENCIES



