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NITI AAYOG’S INDEX

(rujarat tops states
on water management

HT Correspondent
« |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Despite the ongoing
water crisisin Gujarat, the state
has topped the federal think tank
NITI Aayog’s composite water
management index released on
Thursday.

Jharkhand is the worst per-
former, leading a group of 15
states that perform poorly.

Thereporthas predicted that
by 2030, the country’s water
demand is projected to be twice
the available supply, implying
severe water scarcity for hun-
dreds of millions of people.

Madhya Pradesh, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnatakaand Maha-
rashtra are behind Gujarat on
the index, among states that
have performed relatively well.

Inthenortheastern and Hima-
layan states, Tripura has been
adjudged as the top state in
2016-17 followed by Himachal

THE REPORT PREDICTS
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Pradesh, Sikkim and Assam.
The think tank ranked all
statesacrossnine broad sectors
with 28 differentindicators cov-
ering various aspects of ground
water, restoration of water bod-
ies, irrigation, farm practices,
drinking water, policy and gov-
ernance, NITI CEO Amitabh
Kantsaid.
Accordingtoal75-pagereport
on the index released by Minis-
ter for Water Resources Nitin
Gadkari, Jharkhand, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar are

worst performing statesin water
management.

“In terms of incremental
change in index (over 2015-16
level), Rajasthan holds number
one position in general states
and Tripura ranks at first posi-
tion amongst North Eastern and
Himalayan states,” the report
said.

Thereport said Indiais suffer-
ing from the worst water crisisin
its history and millions of lives
and livelihoods are under threat.

“Currently, 600 million Indi-
ans face high to extreme water
stressand about twolakh people
dieevery year due toinadequate
accesstosafe water,” it said, add-
ingthatthe crisisis only goingto
getworse.

Accordingtothereport, 52 per
centofIndia’sagricultural area
remains dependent on rainfall so
the future expansion of irriga-
tion needs to be focused on last-
mile efficiency.



