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PM opens bridge crucial
for NE, takesaimat Cong

BOGIBEEL LINK Says project would have finished sooner
had Vajpayee returned to power; promises more development

Faizan Haidar and SadiqgNaqvi
= letlers@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/GUWAHATI: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi inaugu-
rated on Tuesday the Bogibeel
Bridge in Assam that improves
road and rail connectivity in the
region, especially to Arunachal
Pradesh, but pointed out that the
project could have been com-
pleted by 2007-08 had former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee (December 25 was the 95th
birth anniversary ofthe Bharat-
iyaJanata Party leader who died
August 16) got another term in
2004.

“There can’t be a better trib-
ute to Atal-ji on his birthday,”
Modi said.

The Bogibeel Bridge, which
alsofacilitates the movement of
froopsinastrategically sensitive
region, was part of the Assam
Accord of 1985 and was finally
sanctioned in the year 1997-98.
The foundation stone of the
project was laid by then Prime
Minister, HD Deve Gowda, on
January 22, 1997 and the work

» Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves to people after inaugurating
the Bogibeel Bridge on the Brahmaputra river on Tuesday. PTI

commenced under the watch of
Vajpayee on April 21, 2002.
“This is good governance.
There must be some people who
were here 16 years ago when
Atalji was here. Since then, a
generation has changed, you
have waited forlong,” said Modi.
“You are witness to the fact
that till 2014 less than 50% work

was completed and only few pil-
lars wereseen. Thereisnodoubt
that had Atal Ji's government
got another term, this bridge
would have been inaugurated in
2007-08." he added, after inaugu-
rating the two-tiered bridge and
flagging off the first passenger
train on the track.
CONTINUEDONPG6
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PM opens bridge

The 4.94 km bridge connects
Assam’s Dibrugarh onthesouth
bank to Dhemaji, also inthe state
but close to the border with
Arunachal, in the north and will
boostdefencelogisticsalong the
China border. Itisalsoexpected
toreduce the travel time to peo-
plegoing to Arunachal Pradesh
by road by at least eight hours
and clipatleast 14 hours of train
journeys.

Lieutenant General SL Naras-
imhan (retd), a member of the
National Security Advisory
Board and a China expert, said
the Bogibeel railroad bridge
across the Brahmaputraisquite
importantinstrategictermsasit
makes the movement of military
assetstowards the bordereasier
and swifter.

“Also, now there is redun-
dancy in trans-Brahmaputra
movement with theavailability
ofthree bridges - Bogibeel, Sad-
iyaand theonenear Tezpur. The
push forinfrastructure develop-
ment along the border coupled
with the building of roads and
bridges in the hinterland are
positive developments,” he
added.

Jantu Gogoi, who runs a
travel ageney in Dibrugarh said
the bridge means heisnolonger
dependent on ferry services to
take him to the North Bank of
Brahmaputra and onwards to
Arunachal Pradesh.

“Earlier when tourists headed
to Arunachal Pradesh would
land in Dibrugarh, one was
totally dependent on the ferry
service at the Bogibeel Ghat in
Dibrugarh. One hour from the
airport to the Ghat and then
another hour to cross the river
and, also, the time one would
waste waiting for the ferry, all
thatisnow taken care of. Some-
times during the rain, the ferry
service would stop. Now with the
bridge, one can cross over any-
time,” headded. The Prime Min-
ister also said that while only
threebridges were builtover the

Brahmaputra River in 60-70
years, three more have been
completed in the last fourand a
halfyearsalone. Another five, he
said, are works in progress. He
said thisenhanced connectivity
between the northern and south-
ern banks of the Brahmaputra, is
an element of good governance
and would transform the North-
East.

The NDA has focused on
building infrastructure in the
North Eastas partofits Act East
policy todevelop the region, and
use itas a link to parts of South
and South East Asia.

The Prime Minister spoke of
the Union Government’s vision
of whathe called transformation
through transportation. He
added that almost 700 kilometres
of National Highways have been
completed in the pastfouranda
halfyears.

Describing the bridge as an
engineering marvel, Modi said
thatthisbridge had been adream
for the people of this region for
generations, andisnowareality.
“Dibrugarhisanimporiantcen-
tre of healthcare, education and
commerceintheregion,andthe
people living north of the Brah-
maputra, can now access this
city, more conveniently,” he
said. “Tt wasdifficult and expen-
sive,tocrosstheriveronaferry.
IfThad to take the car, it would
take me two to three thousand
rupees depending on the mood of
the ferry operator just to cross.
Nowiflhavetocomefrom Itana-
gar to Nimsai, the road travel
time has reduced to six hours at
the most,” said Taka Padi, Gen-
eral Secretary, Youth Congress,
Arunachal Pradesh.

It previously used fo take
nine hourstotravel from Itana-
gar, the capital of Arunachal
Pradesh to Namsai in Assam.

Modi said that the bridge will
also help people of north Assam
toreach Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai
and Bangalore without goingto
Guwahati. “In the next two to
three years, capitals of all north-
eastern states will have broad

gauge line. About R 47000 crore
will be invested for 15 new rail
linesin northeast. About 1000 km
rail lines have been converted to
broad gauge. Earlier, only 100km
rail line used to be laid or con-
verted to broad gauge but the
number hasincreased to 350 km
in past four and half years. Not
only this, 19 waterways are
under progress in this area,”
Modi said.

At the inauguration cere-
mony, Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu thanked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
“Upper Assam and 15 districts of
eastern Arunachal Pradesh will
benefitfrom the bridge. I wantto
thank Modi ji for the kind of
importance he has given to con-
nectivity in North East, be in
rail, road or digital,” he said.

Former Assam Chief Minister
Tarun Gogoi said the bridge
would “helpintrade, commerce
and defence.” Gogoisaid he was
notinvited for the inauguration
ceremony even though most
work for the bridge happened
during the UPA-regime.

“There is no doubt that Modi
has completed if. But most con-
nectivity projects were started
by the Congress,” he said. “We
don’t believein holding ceremo-
nies. The work on the Dhola-Sad-
iya bridge, the longest in the
country bridge was started with-
out even a foundation cere-
mony,” headded.



