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Centremaycap
schoolfee hikes
at10%o peryear

RELIEF Top panel proposal to cover private, unaided schools

MoushumiDasGupta
= moushumi.gupta@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: Bringingreliefto par-
ents beset by frequent and arbi-
trary increases in school fees, a
government commission is
likely tosuggesta 10% yearly cap
on the fee hike permissible by
private, unaided schools, with
provisions for penalties in case
of violations, two officials famil-
iar with the development said.

The National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR), astatutorybody,isin
the process of making a recom-
mendation to that effect to the
human resource development
(HRD)ministry, the officials said
on condition of anonymity.

Although fixing school feesis
the domain of state govern-
ments, in the absence of a stan-
dard fee policy for unaided
schools, there has been a grow-
ing clamour for central regula-
tions. An HRD ministry official
said they would “examine the
proposal once we getit”.

India has 350,000 private,
unaided schools — 24% of all
schools—where 75 million chil-
dren, or 38% of all students,
study. Such schools do not
receive any grant from the gov-
ernment and have to generate
their own revenue for suste-
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¥ These institutes do not get
any grant from the
government and have to raise
their own revenue for running
day-to-day operations

¥ According to the draft
reqgulation, if a school violates
the norms provided in the
uniform fee framework, it will
be fined 1% of the revenue of
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the school in the first
instance, which will increase
to 2% and 5% of the revenue
of the school for the second
and third violation

® For any subsequent violation,
NCPCR has proposed that the
school should be put in the
‘no admission category’ They
won't be shut down

nance. Many citiesacross India
have oflate seen parents protest
arbitrary fee hikes by such
schools. In Delhi and Mumbai,
for instance, the fee hike in pri-
vate, unaided schoolsinlast year
varied between 10 % and 40 %.
Inundated with complaints
from parents, NCPCR, the coun-
try’sapex child rights body, has
drafted regulations to put in
place a uniform fee framework
for unaided private schools. It
will propose settingup adistrict
feeregulatory authority in states
tomonitor school fee increases.
The draft regulations will also

suggestaformulafor determin-
ingfees, based onaschool’sloca-
tion, costs incurred, revenue
earned, student strength, and
other parameters.

“We will send the draft regula-
tion to HRD ministry shortly for
action,” said a senior NCPCR
official. According to the draft
regulations, if a school violates
the norms provided in the uni-
form fee framework, it will be
fined 1% of therevenue it gener-
atesin the first instance, which
will increase to 2% and 5% for a
second and third violation.

CONTINUEDONPSG



'PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU Hindustan Times. Delhi
TH I B ) ’
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA Friday, 13th July 2018; Page: 1

e Width: 6.76 cms; Height: 44.96 cms; a3; ID: 19.2018-07-13.14

School fee

For any subsequent violation,
NCPCR has proposed that the
school be putina“noadmission
category” and barred from
admitting new students.

“Instead of closing the school,
which jeopardises the schooling
of existing students, we have
proposed that no fresh admis-
sion should be allowed in the
school. Thiswill allow the exist-
ing students to complete their
education,” said a second
NCPCR officialinvolved in draft-
ingtheregulations.

The regulation of education-
related mattersisthe domain of
the HRD ministry, but NCPCR
has stepped in to draft the pro-
posed fee regulations for
unaided schools, citing Section
13 of the Commissions for Pro-
tection of Child Rights (CPCR)
Act, 2005 and Section 32 of Right
to Education (RTE) Act, which
gives NCPCR the authority to
review safeguards recommend
measures to protect child rights.

Vimla Ramachandran, apro-
fessoratthe National Institute of
Educational Planning and
Administration, who has been
working on elementary educa-
tion, said a central regulationto
check arbitraryfee hikes will be
a welcome move although she
has doubts whether one will be
passed. “The private school
lobbyisvery strong and will not
allowittogothrough,” shesaid.

But Avinash Chandra, mem-
ber of National Independent
Schools Alliance, anational fed-
eration of private unaided school
associations from across India
said thatif NCPCR has proposed
a fee framework, they should
also look at how much govern-
ment is spending in their own
schools. “Its not practical. Pri-
vate schools don't get any aid
from government and need to
raise their own revenue. We
have to spend on ugrading the
schoolinfrastructurefrom time
totime. Wealso haveto give good
salarypackage toteachers.”

In the last few years, states
suchas Tamil Nadu, Maharash-
tra, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Punjab
and morerecently Uttar Pradesh
have framed laws to regulate
fees charged by private, unaided
schools. Delhi passed a bill to
regulatefee hikein such schools
way backin 2015but itisyettobe
become an Act after the Centre
objected to some of provisions.

But lax monitoring has
resulted in unaided schools con-
tinuing with arbitrary fee hikes.
“Thefeestructurealso varies. A
centralregulation willgoalong
way in bringing uniformity in fee
structure of such schools and
canalsoresultinstrict enforce-
ment,” the first official cited
above said. “Every year, the
schoolincreasesthefee by 15 %.
This year, apart from the fee hike
they have taken development
charge also but hardly any facili-
ties have been added in the
school..,” said Pramod Lohia, a
parent whose two children study
inaDelhischool.



