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Report cards to drop grades, marks

NeelamPandey .
= neelam.pandey@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The progress report
(or report card) of students
between classes 1 and 8 should
no longer carry comments such
as slow, poor, and dull, and will
also not display any scores or
grades, so as to prevent under-
performers from developing a
sense of inferiority, accordingto
a revised government policy

guideline that Hindustan Times
has seen.

Schools will have tomaintain
the progress report in the form of
a diary or a log which will
require teacherstosimplyticka
scalelinked to the learning out-
comes achieved by the student,
the guideline says.

These changes are part of
revised policy guidelines called
Continuous Comprehensive
Evaluation, commonly known

as ‘CCE’ which was introduced
as school-based system of evalu-
ationas per Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory Education
Act, 2009 (RTE Act, 2009), imple-
mentedin April 2010. The policy
guidelines have been shared
with the states. Education is a
so-called concurrent subject in
India, which means both the cen-
treand the states have theright
tomakelawsonit.
CONTINUEDONP8
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Report cards

The National Council for Edu-
cational Research and Training
(NCERT) has prepared the docu-
ment which will beapplicable for
classes 1to8. Earlier the Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) was the implementing
body for CCE.

NCERT director Hrushikesh
Senapaty said the guidelines
have been shared with all the
states for their commentsanda
national conclave will be held to
finalise the policy.

The Actrequires that Contin-
uousand Comprehensive Evalu-
ation be implemented for chil-
dren till the completion of ele-
mentary schooling.

Ithasalsobeensuggested that
separate progress report cards
should be maintained for chil-
drenataparticularstage;i.e.one
progress report card for a child
attheprimary stage with a sepa-
rate one at the upper primary
stage. This will help trace the
learning progression withinand
across stages.

"Only specific observations
pertaining to children’s per-
formance and behaviour which
need to be highlighted to facili-
tate both students and teachers
reflect and review their work,
may only benotedinadiaryora
logbook. The observations on
learning outcomes depicting
Personal Social Qualities (PSQs)
may be noted as and when
required/noticed,” says the pol-
icy

The guidelines have been
developed keeping three major
purposes of assessment in mind:
‘Assessment for Learning’,
‘Assessment as Learning’ and
‘Assessment of Learning’. It also
involves getting studentstoeval-
uate themselves as well as their
peers.

“The process of rubric based
self and peer assessment or
assessment by theteachers helps
students get acquainted better
with the task at hand, It is not
expected that students will be
able to assess themselves accu-
rately duringearly grades. How-
ever, it is important that the
skillsofreflection and critically
reviewing one's own work are
developed over a period of time.
For this opportunity need to be
givenright fromthe early stages
and the teachers need to be

patientinthis process,” saysthe
policy.

Aneducationist welcomed the
guidelines as progressive but
added that it was important to
display the same approach
beyond class 8 too.

“Thesedeliverables are essen-
tially what the CCE was sup-
posed tolookintothe beginning
aswell, butunfortunately at the
time because of the lack of
teacher trainingand awareness,
ithadbeenreduced to aseries of
tests. We were supposed to asses
what and how the children were
learning, and this cannot be
defined by marks or structures
or timetables. This kind of sys-
tem can easily be implemented
by schools from nursery to class
8, and some progressive schools
already doit... but the problemis
what comes after class 8. In class
9-12, the students are abruptly
pushed into a system of scores,
marks and exams; this can be
traumatic.

“Weneed torework the entire
education system fromnursery
to class 12, and then our higher
education aswell,” said Ameeta
Wattal, the principal of Spring-
dales School Pusa Road in Delhi.



