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PM inaugurates largest govt-run cancer

hospltal at AIIMS ca

HT Correspondent

» hiraporiers@hindustantimes.com

KURUKSHETRA: India’s largest gov-
ernment-run cancer hospital
wasinaugurated at the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences’
(AITMS) campus in Haryana's
Jhajjar by Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modion Tuesday.

The 710-bed National Cancer
Institute (NCI)isspread over 35
acresofthe 300-acre campus. Of
the total beds, 250 are opera-
tional from the departments of
surgery, medical oncology, radi-
ation and palliative care.

“Fifty patients are already
admitted in the hospital and we
have been seeing about 30-40
patients in our OPD every day.
The hospital also has one of the
largestlabsin Asia that can test
about 60,000samplesinadayand
even give results within two
hours,” said Dr GK Rath, head,
NCI, which partially opened its
OPD services in December.

The hospital that is expected
to be fully operational by 2020,
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« Union health minister JP Nadda (in orange stole) during the
inauguration of the cancer hospital on Tuesday.

will bean apex centre fornot just
cancer treatment but also trans-
lational research in India-spe-
cificcancers, with focuson can-
cer prevention.

Being developed in a phased
manner, NCI made its 250 beds
operational in December last
year, as first of the three phases
planned. The second phase will
see more beds added by Decem-
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ber 2019, and the last phase will
be completed by December 2020.

The foundation stone for the
32,035 crore project was laid on
January 3, 2014.

After the NDA government
took over, there was a bhoomi
poojaheld on December 12, 2015,
by Union health minister JP
Nadda, who labelled it as Inde-

Jhajjar

ment-funded hospital project.
The institute has been mod-
elled after the National Cancer
Institute (NCD) of the US and the
government had entered intoan
MoU with NCI-USA in 2014. Itis
developed as the premier Institu-
tion for all activities related to
cancer in the country and will
havethelinkages with all cancer
centres within the country.
Toincrease the tertiary care
facilities in cancer, the govern-
mentis supporting theestablish-
ment of 20 State Cancer Insti-
tutes (SCIs)and 50 Tertiary Care
Cancer Centres (TCCCs) in dif-
ferent parts of the country, to
mentor all cancer-related activi-

tiesintheir respective areas.

The National Cancer Centre
will act as an apex body for the
network of the SCIs and TCCCs
and shall develop and mentor
cancer-related activities. The
NCI has also collaborated with
the Ayush ministry forresearch
intotheroleofIndian systems of
medicine in cancer prevention
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