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GBI ARRESTS

KEY SUSPECT
IN DABHOLKAR
MURDER CASE

HTCorrespondent
» letlers@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)on Saturday
saidit had arrestedapersonfrom
Aurangabad in Maharashtra
who was one of the suspected
gunmen involved in the August
2013 murder of Narendra Dab-
holkar, who fought against
superstition and espoused ration-
alism. Dabholkar was murdered
in Pune by two bike-riding men
who shot him from point-blank
range. Following a demand by
membersof Dabholkar’s family,
the case was handed over to CBI
forinvestigation.

“CBI has today (Saturday)
arrested Sachin Prakasrao
Andure of Aurangabad (Maha-
rashtra) in Dabholkar murder
case. He was allegedly one of the
shooters who fired at Dr Naren-
dra Dabholkar,” a CBI spokes-
man said.

Virendra Tawde, alleged tobe
amember of Hindu Janajagruti
Samiti, considered tobeasplinter
group of the right-wing Sanatan
Sanstha, has already been
chargedinthe case by CBI.
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Dabholkar

Tawde has been accused of
involvementin the conspiracyto
kill Dabholkar. Tawdeisalsoan
accused in the murder of commu-
nist leader Govind Pansare in
2015, Investigators in the CBI
havelongsuspected that the mur-
ders of Pansare and Dabholkar
were connected with killing of
another rationalist, MM Kal-
burgi, in Karnataka in 2015.

“There were a lot of similari-
tiesin the way all three weremur-
dered,” aninvestigator whoonce
probed the matter said on condi-
tion of anonymity. During their
probe into the September 2017
killing of journalist Gauri Lank-
eshin Bengaluru, the Karnataka
police found that the suspectsin
the case have links with the con-
spiratorsin the murders of Dab-
holkar, Karburgi and Pansare.



