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Council of ministers
discusses developing
backward districts

Utpal Bhaskar &

Prashgnt K.Na _rlc:la

NEW DELHI

he council of ministers

headed by Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi on
Wednesday deliberated over
the flagship schemes of the
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government and ways
toimprove thestatus of India’s
backward districts.

This comes against the
backdrop of the government
bringing in senior bureaucrats
from various ministries last
November to act as prabhari
officers to rapidly transform
backward districts. In the
run-uptothe 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, the Bharativa Janata
Party (BJP)-led government is
looking to reap political divi-
dends from success stories.

“The council of ministers
discussed ways of raising the
status of back-
ward districts at
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The council of ministers
deliberated over the NDA

govt’s flagship schemes

It took stock of NDA's four
ears and deliberated on
how to project a collective
growth story to the public

It also discussed the Gram
Swaraj Abhiyan scheme for

least developed villages

discussed the gram Swaraj
Abhiyan 2.0 with a focus on
uplifting the socioeconomic
standard ol people in 117 aspi-
rational districts. It took stock
ofthe fouryearof the NDA and
deliberated on how to project
acollective growth storyto the
public. The penetration of
mugdraloan schemesin under-
privileged areas and districts
was also discussed as it will
help in creation of jobs in rural
India,” said a second govern-
ment official who
also didn’t want
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The meeting also PEURE SIS ofrecord harvests
Modi has said

reviewed the per-
formance of the
Modi govern-
ment in four yvears, shared
experience and deliberated on
the road ahead.” said a govern-
ment official aware of the
development, requesting ano-
nymity.

Speaking at a conference
organized by the NITI Aayog
on transformation of the most
backward districts in the
country earlier this year, Modi
said that these districts should
not be seen as just poor or
backward, but as sites of
potential transformation.

“The council of ministers

that have led toa
steep fall in crop
prices.”Also, pre-

sentations including one on

Gram Swaraj Abhivan was
made,” said a third person
aware of the development
requesting anonymity, refer-
ring to the scheme aimed at
improving the socioeconomic
indices of India’s villages that
are lagging behind in areas
such as health, financial inclu-
sion and electricity connec-
tions.
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