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RAJYAVARDHAN RATHORE, I&B minister

‘The BJP is against corruption; it will
be a black Versus Wh|tef|ght n 2019

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
= syt kak@hlndus!an’umes com

NEWDELHI: Rajyavardhan
Rathore, who holds charge of
theinformation and broad-
casting ministry and the
ministry of youth affairsand
sports, brushes aside criti-
cism and allegationslevelled
against the BJP-led NDA
governmentas “vague”
statements thatdo notstand
up toscrutiny. Hesays the
work accomplished by the
governmentin the past four
years is proof of promises
delivered through speed and
anew work ethic. Inan inter-
view to HT, Rathore said the
2019 general elections will be
afightof“black versus
white”. Edited excerpts:

What are the major
accomplishments of this
government?

We have worked on core
development areas with a
high quality of governance,
with an objective of trans-
forming this country. So,
there are three aspects:
development; better govern-
ance: and methods for trans-
forming the country.

Our policies have been
visionary; our execution of
these policies has been factu-
ally proven by the number of
lives touched.

Inthelastfour years,itis
the same country, but there
hasbeen a different impact
globally. It is the same gov-
ernment officers, but the
execution of work has been
similar to the private sector.
The word sarkari had
become synonymous for
lack of output. The work
ethichas changed.

Can you point out specifics?
We have worked on infra-
structure, on women's
issues, oninvolving the
youth; we have increased the
speed of getting work done.
Our standing in global com-
munity is very high, we have
worked on that; we have
worked with farmers.

Inthe last 4 years, it
is the same country,
but there has beena
different impact globally.
It is the same govt
officers, but execution of
work has been similar to

private sector.
E———

The Opposition has accused
the government of failing to
find solutions to agrarian

crisis. The recent hike in petro-
leum prices is also being
flagged as another failure.
Their accusations are vague.
Wearearguing with some-
one who humiliated the
country by the scamsin the
Commonwealth Games, who
did nothing for modernisa-
tion of the armed forcesin 10
years. We are comparing
with those whonever

took military action against
aneighbouring country

that sponsored terrorism

in our country.

...Petrol price?
Theseissues areraised by
the Opposition parties, butin
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states ruled by them, they do
notroll back the excise duty
and set an example. When
the Centre talks of bringing
petrol and diesel under
Goodsand Services Tax
(GST), they opposeit.

Is the BJP equipped to take
on acombined Opposition
in2019?

Thisis the second time the
opposition has come
together.

Firsttimeit was during
Emergency;nowitisfora
fightagainsta good, clean
government, The corrupt
parties have put aside their
ideology and their differen-
ces to come together.

It will bea black versus
white fight in 2019. The BJP
isagainst black money and
corruption; justas the num-
bers of those who filed their
income tax returns has gone
upinfour years, when there
isan honest governmentin
place, clean people joinin.

Is the ministry pursuing regula-
tion of websites?

We believein self-regulation
ofall mediums and we trust
the consumer of news to be
abletobeable totell right
from wrong.



