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SHASHI SHEKHAR

Four years of the pradhan sevak

In his fifth year, Modi must work towards the
completion of all the missions he has undertaken

etmeremind youofamomentfour

yvears ago, when Narendra Modi

reached Parliament House for the

first time as prime minister. He

kneeled and puthisforeheadtothe

ground before walking up the
stairstothehighest decision-makinginstitu-
tionin Indian democracy. The politician from
Gujarat was reinventing for a new avatar.
Now that his governmentisenteringitsfifth
year, it won't be out of place to ask: How suc-
cessful hashe been?

Indemocracies such assessmentsaremade
on the basis of victories and defeats. During
Modi's reign, 450 million people have exer-
cised their franchise across 22 states. If you
leave out Delhi, Bihar, Kerala, West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Punjaband Karna-
taka, the BJP hasbeen able toformagovern-
mentineachoftheotherstates. Significantly,
the BJPformed a government in Goa, Mani-
pur, Meghalaya and Nagaland, even when it
didn’t get amajority.The Opposition alleges
thatwith the objective to achieve poweratany
cost, the BJP doesn’t hesitate to misuse gov-
ernment machinery. During this period, other
allegations werelevelled about putting pres-
sure on thejudiciary and the media.

Even as the Narendra Modi political jug-
gernautwashurtlingahead, aheapofallega-
tionsagainst him was alsomovingalongside.

In the drum-house of Indian politics, such
discordantnoises are commonplace. Still, at
thesame time, somesayingsalsoringtrue: the
winner takes all and the vanquished should
justseek divineintervention. Letus consider
the Karnataka assembly elections.

Newly-appointed Congress president
Rahul Gandhi and his commander Siddara-
maiah had adopted the policy of tit-for-taton
the campaign trail. Till May 1, the Congress
had an edge. analysts felt. This was the time
when the Janata Dal (Secular) was being per-
ceived asavote-burglar. Between May 2and
May 10, Modiheld 21 public meetingsin Kar-
nataka. With 104 seats, the BJP emerged as the
party number one. The magic number for gov-
ernment-formation, 112seats, eluded it. Still
conditioned by habit, the BJP formed a gov-
ernment. Ifit had desisted from this, it would
have goneintobattlein 2019 with the backing
ofamoral victory.

In the history of Indian politics, Modi
enjoysaunique placeand his personality has
always sparked a debate. His political state-
mentsmighthave invited criticism froma cer-
tain section of society, but if you look at the
politics ofthelastfour years, he hasmanaged
tostayonestep ahead. For instance, after win-
ning the Uttar Pradesh assembly elections,
speakingat the BJPheadquarters, he said that
the Opposition complained about why he

« Narendra Modi chose to focus on schemes
such as Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao HT

worked so hard. After the Tripura victory,
just before he wasahout to speak, he heard the
azaan (call of prayer). Showing that he
respected the sanctity of the prayer, Modi kept
silenttillitended. Don’t youfeel that through
his address to party workers, Modi was
expressing his work ethic and decorum?
That’swhy, despitenot fulfilling hiselection
promises, he continues toenjoy the trust of the
ordinary Indian. Hehas been able to convinee
themarginalised that heismakingan honest
effort todispense what's due tothem.
Armed with faects, even if the Opposition

alleges that demonetisation, GST and the
bank crisis are Modi’s failures, it hasn't
affected his popularity.

Heisoften compared to Jawaharlal Nehru
and Indira Gandhi. But they had the added
attraction of dynasty. Opposed to this, Modi
has reached extraordinary heights coming
from a humble background. He knows mere
political jugglery isn't enough to stay at the
top. That’s why he has chosen tofocus on sub-
jects such as toilets, river cleaning and the
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao scheme. All these
missions haven't yet achieved half their tar-
gets, butthey'velefta positiveimpression on
the people. Soyou getnewsfromremote villa-
ges that the daughter of an underprivileged
family refused to get married since the
groom’'s family didn'thaveatoiletathome.

What's the biggest challenge before Modi,
about to complete four yearsin the power cor-
ridors of New Delhi? Public sentiments are
like the wind which can suddenly change
direction. Did anyone imagine that Raj Narain
would defeat Indira Gandhi from Rae
Bareilly? To maintain political success you
need to strike a balance with societal objec-
tives. Indira Gandhi failed to realise this. In
his fifth year, the prime minister will also
havetoexert all his energy towards comple-
tion of all the missions he has undertaken.

Thisisthe political condition that he needs
tomeettobridge the gap between beingasuc-
cessful prime minister and true pradhan
sevak (principal servant).
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