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China: SCO can

bridge

India-Pak distance

Could Be Good Platform: Foreign Minister Wang

Saibal Dasgupta | run

Beijing: China expects the
Shanghal Cooperation Orga-
nisation to play a Key role in
resolving the differences be-
tween India and Pakistan,
which joined the organisa-
tion last year:

“We know there are exist-
ingand historical unresolved
conflicts between Pakistan
and India,” Chinese foreign
minister Wang Yl said on
Monday in an interview with
CGTN, thecountry’'s national
broadcaster. “But [ think af-
ter they joined the SCO, may-
be we can provide a better
pladorm and opportunities
for the building of relations
between them.”

The statement is signifi-
cant because Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had indicated
on Sunday that Pakiatan was
a major stumbling block in
the improvement of relations
between India and China.

Speaking at the first SCO
summit after India joined the
organisation in the Chinese
coastal city of Qingdao, Modi
said infrastructure pro-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi shakes hands with Pakistan's President

Mamnoon Hussain as Chinjese President Xi Jinping walks by at the
signing ceremony of the SCO in Qingdao on Sunday

grammes should take into ac-
count the need to “respect the
sovereignty” of member
staies. He was referting to the
fact that China’s Belt and Road
Initiative passes through Pa-
Kistan-occupled Kashmir In-
dia also became the only SCO
member to refuse to endorse
the BRI which was backed by
Russia, Pakistan and Ceniral
Asian countries.

Wang said all SCO mem-
bers have taken pledges about
maintaining good relations
with other members. He de-
scribed the SCOasa “great ve-
hicle” for improving ties be-
tween India and Pakistan.

Afchanistan’s stabllity is
the top regional security issue
for the organisation because it
is a nelghbour to mosi SCO
members, theminister said.



