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PM MODI GALLS
HASINA AFTER
HER LANDSLIDE
WIN IN B'DESH

HTCandAgencies

« Intters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Bangladesh's ruling
alliance won almost all theseats
in parliament in the country’s
general election, giving Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina a third
straight termdespiteallegations
of intimidation and an opposition
callforafreshvote.

The coalition led by Hasina’s
Awami League won 288 of 300
seats - 96% — in Sunday’s polls,
Election Commission secretary
Helal Uddin Ahmed said. The
National Unity Front, the opposi-
tion alliance led by lawyer Kamal
Hossain, won only seven seats.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi telephoned Hasina on Mon-
day morning to convey his con-
gratulations on the “decisive
results”, Modi expressed confi-
dencetheIndia-Bangladesh part-
nership will “continue toflourish
under herfarsighted leadership”,
a statement from the external
affairs ministry said.

Modi reiterated the priority
New DelhiattachestoDhaka“as
aneighbour, a close partner for
regional development, security
and cooperation, and a central
pillarin India’s ‘Neighbourhood
First’ policy”.
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Hasina

Hasina thanked Modifor being
thefirstleadertocalltocongratu-
late her and she also thanked
Indiaforits “consistentand gen-
erous support which has bene-
fited Bangladesh’'s develop-
ment”.

The Awami League-led gov-
ernment has developed strong
ties with India and the two sides
cooperate closely on diverse
issues ranging from security to
civilnuclear technology. Bangla-
desh has also cracked down on
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militants from India’s northeast-
ern states who were based on its
soil. The opposition rejected the
outcome, with Hossain calling
the election “farcical” and
demanding new polls under a
“nonpartisan government”.
However, chiefelection commis-
sioner KM Nurul Huda ruled out
a revote, saying there were no
reportsoflargeirregularities.

“It is not possible to hold a
fresh election astheelection was
heldinapeaceful manner,” Huda
said, adding the turnout was 80%.

Hasina, whomet political lead-
ersand senior military and civil
officials at her office, rejected
allegations of vote rigging and
said people had enthusiastically
gone to the polls in a largely
peaceful election. She said the
victory was “nothing for her per-
sonal gain, rather it is a great
responsibility toward the coun-
try and people”.

The external affairs ministry
statement said Tndia welcomed
the “successfiill completion of the
parliamentary elections” and
congratulated “the people of
Bangladesh forreaffirming their
faithin democracy, development
and the vision of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman”.

Hasina’s main rival, former
premier Khaleda Zia, the leader
of the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), wasineligible torun
for office as she was jailed in
February on corruption charges
she says were politically moti-
vated. In Zia’s absence, opposi-
tion parties formed the coalition
led by Hossain, an 82-year-old
former member of the Awami
League. The opposition says
Hasina'sleadershiphasbecome
increasingly authoritarian. Six-
teen people were killed in elec-
tion-related violence on Sunday,
andthe campaign was dogged by
allegations of the arrest and jail-
ing of thousands of Hasina's
opponents.

Bangladesh’sleadingnewspa-
pers ran banner headlines. A
headline in the leading English
newspaper, The Daily Star, read,
“Hat-trick for Hasina, BNP found
missing in polling; atmosphere
festive, tuned only to ruling
party”. Inaneditorial, the news-
paper said “this was a one-sided
election”.

Rights groups have sounded
alarmsabout an erosion of Bang-
ladesh’s democracy, rights
abuses and a crackdown on
media, but Hasina has promoted
a different narrative about her
decadein power, highlightingan
ambitiouseconomicagendathat
has propelled Bangladesh past
larger neighbours Pakistan and
India. “Certainly, the Awami
Leagueenjoysstrongconstituen-
ciesandhassupportanditcanget
votes, but for any party to win
morethan90% of the seatsissim-
plytoosuspicious,” said Michael
Kugelman, South Asia senior
associate at Washington-based
Wilson Center. Some 104 million
people in the Muslim-majority
country were eligible to vote,
includingmany young, first-time
voters, in Bangladesh's 11th gen-
eral electionsince independence
from Pakistan.

Both sides were hoping to
avoid a repeat 0of 2014, when Zia
and the BNP boycotted and voter
turnout was only 22%.
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About 600,000 security offi-
cials, including army and para-
military forces, weredeployed to
counter violence. The telecom-
munications regulator shut
down mobile internet services
nationwidetoprevent theorga-
nising of protests.

Hasina, thedaughter of Bang-
ladesh’s founder Mujibur Rah-
man, was bornon September 28,
1947 in northern Bangladesh.
She is the eldest of the five chil-
dren of Rahman, the first presi-
dent of the country.

Though shetook activeinter-
est in politics throughout her
student life, Hasina formally
joined the Awami League as its
leader following the assassina-
tion of Rahman, his wife and
threesonsin 1975.

Ending six years in self-exile
in India, she returned home in
May 1981.1n 1983, Hasina formed
analliance to oustmilitary dicta-
tor Hussain Muhammad
Ershad. Sinceshe took powerin
2008, Bangladesh's per capita
income has seen a threefold
increase. The country’'s GDP
stood at$250billionin 2017 and it
clocked a growth rate of 7.28%
lastyear. The garmentindustry
has emerged as one of the main
pillarsofthe country’s economy,
providingjobsto4.5million peo-
ple.



