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PMpraises Ghani'shold
move towards peace

Modi promisesindiawill playanactiveroleinthecontactgroupforAfghanistanunderSCObanner

PRESSTRUST OF INDIA
QINGDAO, 10JUNE

rime Minister Naren-
draModitodaytermed
Atghanistan as an
‘unfortunate exam-
ple” of effect of the extremism
and terrorism as he praised
Afghan President Ashraf

Ghanisboldinitiatives towards (8

peace,

Speakingat therestricted |8
sessionoftheShanghaiCoop- M4 .7
eration Organisation (SCO) —(SE_-.E

Summit here, Prime Minister
Modialsopromised that India
will play an active role in the
contactgroup for Alghanistan
under the SCO banner.
"Afghanistan is an unfor-
funate example of effect of
extremism and terrorism, |
hope the bold initiatives
towards peace taken by Pres-
ident Ghani will be respect-

Prime Minister Narendra
Modii looks on during the
restricted session of the
annual SCO summit, in
China's Shandong province.

ed by all parties,” Modi said
at the summit, also attended
by Pakistan President Mam-
noon Hussain.

[tis"our common respon-

sibilityto ensure thatreasons
that had threatened

| Afghanistan's sovereignty

security and democracy in
thepastarenotrepeated,” he
said.Modi was referring to
the Afghan president s peace
initiatives including a sur-
prise announcement of

| week-long ceasefire with the

Taliban for Eid.
Theceasefirewilllast from
the27thofRamadan until the
fifth day of Fid-al-Fitr, Presi-
dent Ghani had tweeted last
week, indicating it could run
from June 12-19,
Responding to Ghani's
announcement, the Taliban
yesterdayannounced thesus-
pension of fighting for the
first three days of Eid - thefirst
ceasefire by themilitant group
inAfghanistansince the 2001
USinvasion.In February, Ghan
had offered recognition of

the Taliban as a legitimate
political group as partofapro-
posed political process aimed
atending more than 16 years
of war.India and China have
agreed toundertakeajoint eco-
nomicprojectin Afghanistan,
Theyhave agreed tomovefor-
ward in identifying a specif-
ic project initially in the area
of capacity building in
Afghanistan,

Thiswill beafirstsuchpro-
ject in the war-torn country
where China, while trying to
expandits influence, has tac-
itlybacked Pakistan, which has
beenaccused byAfghanistan
and the US of backing the Tal-
iban and its most violent
attacks in the country desta-
bilisingany attempts torestore
peace.Since 2002, India has
committed USD 2 billion to
thesocio-economic rebuild-
ing of war-torn Afghanistan,



