'PRESS INFORMATION BUREAU
TH I B
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

AR DR

Mint, Delhi

Monday, 17th December 2018; Page: 18
Width: 44.87 cms; Height: 41.06 cms; a3r; ID: 9.2018-12-17.74

India happy as ousted SriLanka
PM Wickremesinghe reinstalled

Ranil’s reappointment comes 2 months after he was sacked, ending 51-day crisis that paralysed island nation

Flizabeth Roche
elizabeth .r@livemint.com
MNEW DELHI

ndia on Sunday welcomed the
reappoiniment ofRanil Wick-
remesinghe as Sri Lanka’s
prime minister, almost two
monthsalter hewassacked by
President Maithripala Sirisena.
ending a 5l-day crisis that had
paralysed the island nation.

New Delhi, however, waskeep-
ing awary eye on the uneasy truce
between the president and the
prime minister that comes after
weelss of bitter sniping between
the two, aperson familiar with the
development said.

The 69-year-old Wickremes-
inghe was on Sunday sworn in by
Sirisena, who had sacked him on
26 October and appointed [ormer
president, the China leaning
Mahinda Rajapaksa in his place.
The move had triggered a power
struggle that brought the coun-
ry's government o a standstill.
Wickremesinghe had refused to
step aside since being sacked on
26 Oclober.

“Asaclose neighbour and true
[riend, India welcomes the resolu-
tion of thepolitical sitnation in Sri
Lanka,” Indian [oreign ministry
spokesman Raveesh Kumar said in

astatement. “Thisisareflection ol

the maturity demonstrated by all
political forces, and also of the
resilience ol Sri Lankan democ-
racy and its institutions. India
remains committed to taking for-
ward its people-oriented develop-

7 :

Wickremesinghe-
Sirisena feud meant end
of an alliance India had
forged between Lanka's
oppaosition in 2015

ment projectsinSri Lanka. Weare
confident that India-Sri Lanka
relations will continue (o move on
an upward lrajec-

What it means for India

Tamils under

the slow pace ol rehabilitation of

Tamils, displaced by the civil war
alter the end of the conflict in May
2009 under Raja-

tory,” Kumar added. India saidit'sa paksa’'swatch.
ForIndia, theopen  reflection of the After appointing
war between Sirisena maturity shown Rajapaksa in his
and  Wickremes- by political forces ]1[;1(:0.1 Sirisena had
inghe meant the end : vowed Lo never reap-
of an alliance it had and 4 Iso of tl:‘e point  Wickremes-
stitched up between resilience of its inghe—who he pub-
Sri Lanka’s opposi- democracy licly slammed in

tion in 2015 which
haddeleated the Chi-
na-leaning Rajapaksa in national
polls. India was also unhappy with

speeches in subse-
quent weeks, The
acrimony between the two wason
display on Sunday when Sirisena

India was unhappy with
the slow pace of
rehabilitation of the

Rajapaksa’s watch

harred reporters [rom attending
the swearing-in ceremony—leav-
ingit to Wickremesinghe's legisla-
tors (o announce the appoint-
ment, news reports [rom Colombo
said.

"We thank the citizens of the
country wheo fought the illegal sei-
zure of power and ensured that
democracy was restoved,” Wik-
remesinghe’s United National
Party said in a Twitter post.

“Today marks a victory not lor
mysell or [or the UNP. 1L is a vie-
tory for Sri Lanka’s democratic

institutions and the sovereignty of

our citizens. I thank everyone who
stood firmin defending the consti-
tution and ensuring the trivmph
oldemocracy.” Wickremesinghe's
own post said.

One ol the reasons being attrib-
uted to Sirisena’s change ol stance
inreappointing Wikremesinghe is
the inability of Rajapaksa to take
thereins ol government. He [ailed
many atlempts tomuster a major-
ity in Parliament. The former pres-
ident was also defeated many
times on the loorof the legislature
belore he stepped down on Satur-
day.

In a Twilter post, Rajapalksa’s
son Namal said: "Politics aside T
would like 1o congratulate
@RW UNDP being appointed as the
Prime MinisterolSri Lanka. Thope
at least now he will work towards
ensuring the sovereignty ol this
country and more so address
issues ol our people more than
Westerninterests.”

Sirisena too suflered a sethack
when Sri Lanka's Supreme Court
ruled that he acted outside the
constitution when he sacked Par-
liamen( in early November, days
after appointing Rajapaksa. The
court alsoconfirmed on 11 Decem-
ber that Rajapaksa and his cabinet
could not exercise the powers of
the office they held.

A spokesman for Wickremes-
inghewas cited as sayving on Sun-
day that the prime minister was
expected o [orm a cabinet in the
coming days, with priority [ocus of
the government being on the 2019
buclget.



