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Modi unveils vision
for India-Chinaties,
open Indo-Pacific

SHANGRI-LA DIALOGUE PM calls for equality, mutual
respect, sovereignty in the region; criticises protectionism

RaviShankar .
« letters@hindustantimes.com

SINGAPORE: Asia and the world will
have a better future when India
and China work together while
remaining sensitive to each
other’sinterests, Prime Minister
Narendra Modisaidon Friday as
heunveiled New Delhi’s compre-
hensive vision for the Indo-Pa-
cificregion.

Modi’'skeynotespeechatakey
defence andsecurity conference
in Singaporehighlighted India's
historicalrolein the Asia-Pacific
—~which he pointedly referred to
as the Indo-Pacific stretching
from Africato America-and was
unambiguous in its claim to a
futureroleintheregion.

He emphasised that India’s
engagementintheregionwill be
positive and inclusive, and aimed
at creating a “rule-based. open,
balanced and stable trade envi-
ronment”,

“Ifirmly believe that Asiaand
theworld will have a better future
when India and China work
togetherin trustand confidence,
sensitive to each other’s inter-
ests,” said Modi, the first Indian
Prime Minister to address the
Shangri-La Dialogue.

Modi said hisinformal summit
with President XiJinpingin April
had helped cement the under-

= PM Narendra Modi greets people before delivering a keynote address

at the IISS Shangri-la Dialogue in Singapore on Friday.

standing that strong and stable
relations between India and
Chinaarekeytoglobal peaceand
Progress.

An “Asia of rivalry” will hold
theregionback whilean “Asia of
cooperation will shape this cen-
tury”, hesaid.

India and China have dis-
played maturity in managing
issues and ensuring a peaceful
border, he said.

“Nootherrelationship ofIndia
has as many layers as our rela-
tions with China...Our coopera-
tionisexpanding,” headded.

Inaspeech that wasuncharac-
teristically bold for India, Modi

REUTERS

took his “Act East” policy — the
successor toformer prime minis-
ter PV Narasimha Rao’s "“Look
East” policy of the 1990s —to its
nextlogical step.

Modi, known for pursuing
active diplomacy that marks a
shift from India’s classical non-
confrontational approach tofor-
eign policy, spoke toanaudience
ofabout 500 delegates, including
USdefencesecretary Jim Mattis
and defence chiefs of more than 40
countries.

Much ofthespeech wasaimed
atmembers of Asean asmuch as
at China.
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Modi unveils
vision for India-
China ties

In an apparent reference to
China's Beltand Road Initiative
that India has not joined, Modi
said connectivity unitesaregion
butcould succeed onlyifthereis
trust.

“There are many connectivity
initiatives in the region. If these
havetosucceed, wemustnotonly
build infrastructure, we must
alsobuild bridges of trust. And for
that, these initiatives must be
based onrespectfor sovereignty
and territorial integrity, consul-
tation, good governance, trans-
parency, viability and sustaina-
bility,” he said.

“They mustempower nations,
notplacethemunderimpossible
debt burden. They must pramote
frade, notstrategic competition."”

The speech was peppered with
the term Indo-Pacific, which
Modi used 11 times, as he said
Indiadoesnotseetheregionasa
“asacluboflimited members™ or
a "grouping that seeks to domi-
nate”,

“And by no means do we con-
sider it as directed against any
country...India’s vision for the
Indo-Pacificregionis, therefore,
apositiveone,” hesaid,

“Thisregion, andall of us, have
benefited from globalisa-
tion...But there is growing pro-
tectionism-ingoods andinservi-
ces. Solutions cannot be found
behind walls of protection, butin
embracingchange. What weseek
isalevel playingfield forall,” he
said.

India stands for an open and
stable international trade regime
and will support such a rules-
based environment in the Indo-
Pacific Region too, Modi noted.

“There are shifts in global
power...The foundations of the
global orderappearshaken, And,
thefuturelooksless certain,” he
said. “For all our progress, we
liveon theedge of uncertainty, of
unsettled questions and unre-
solved disputes; contests and
claims; and clashingvisionsand
competingmodels.”

Modi'sspeech cameaday after
the US renamedlits Hawaii-based
PacificCommand as the Indo-Pa-
cificCommand as anodto India’s
growingstrategicinfluencein the
region. It also comes at a time
when the USand Chinaarefacing
offinan increasingly likely trade
war.

The Indo-Pacific region is the
key theatreinapotentially more
contentious test of wills to domi-
nate important sea lanes. Sofar,
Chinahasbeenunimpededinits
vears-old effort to reclaim and
militarise islands in disputed
waters.

The US, which has patrolled
these waters since World War2, is
not as dominant as it once was.
Membersof Asean havetoryears
wooed Indiatoplayamoreactive
role in the region by forging bet-

tertrade links, asentiment the US
shares. Historically. the Indian
Navy, which is well regarded in
these partsforitsrolein combat-
ing piracy, has over the decades
builtcloseties with several coun-
triesintheregion.

China, for its part, has made
clearitsintention toplay a bigger
role on the worldstage. President
Xiannounced atthe last Commu-
nist Party congressthat Chinais
nowready to“claimitsplace” on
the world stage. This clearly
markedashiftin Beijing'sthink-
ingduring Chairman Mao'stime,
when the founder of modern
China held that the country
would first develop itself before
waging any ideological battles
overseas.

In January, India hosted the
ten Asean leaders on Republic
Day. “The Asean-India Summit
was a testimony of our commit-
ment to Asean, and to our Act
Eastpoliey," Modi said.

“ForIndia,” declared Mr Modi,
“noregion nowreceivesasmuch
attention as this. And for good
reasons.”

On Wednesday, Modi met
Indonesian President . Joko Wid-
adoand pledged todevelop infra-
structure and an economic zone
at Sabang on the northern tip of
Sumatra island at the mouth of
the Malacea Strait, one of the
world’s busiest shippinglanes.

His talks with Singapore
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
on Fridayincluded an agreement
forcontinuousand institutional-
ised engagement between their
navies, including exercises,
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