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India, Alghanistan
discuss security

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 29 AUGUST

India and Afghanistan are in
closetouch on the security sit-
uation in theregion in thewake
of various developments, par-
ticularly the change of gov-
ernment in Pakistan.

Afghanistan’s new Nation-
al Security Advisor (NSA)
Hamdullah Mohib had a
meeting on Tuesday evening
with Indian Ambassador to
Afghanistan Vinay Kumar at
which they discussed relations
between the two countriesand
regional security. Kumar is
believed to have underscored
theimportance of safetyand
security of Indian personnel
involved in development pro-
jects in Afghanistan. The
Afghan NSA assured him that
his country would do every-
thingit could to provide safe-
ty to every foreigner working
in Afghanistan.

The meeting between the
two came just a day after
Mohib was named as the
new Afghan NSA to replace
Mohammad Hanif Atmar,
who unexpectedly resigned
from the post. The two senior
officials also discussed the
upcoming high-level visits
between the two countries.

According to knowledge-
able sources, Kumar reiter-
ated India’s firm commit-
ment to help Afghanistan
stand on its own feet. In this
context, the two sides are
learnt to have reviewed the
progress onvarious projects
going on in Afghanistan with
India’s assistance. Itis learnt
that a high-level Indian del-
egation will visit Afghanistan
soon to discuss economic
projects to be undertaken
with Indian assistancein the
war-tornnation in fieldslike
water, energy, infrastructure
and manufacturing. These
projects include the Shahtoot
Dam, low-costhousingforthe
refugees returning to Nan-
garhar Province  of
Afghanistan, polyclinic in
Mazar-e-Sharif, construc-
tion ofroad connecting Band-
e-Amir in Bamyan Province
to the Bamyan-Yakawlang
Highway and others.

India has also decided to
organise the 2nd ‘India-
Afghanistan Trade and Invest-
mentShow’ in Mumbai from
12-15 September with the
assistance of the United States
Agency for International
Development in view of the
success of the firstsuch event
held in New Delhi last year.



