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Nation willnot miss 5G
opportunity:Minister

Theeconomicimpactof 5Gisestimated tobemorethanoneftrilliondollars

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, 12 FEBRUARY

he economic impact

of 5G is estimated to

be over one trillion dol-

lars for India, which s
aggressively positioning itself
to be at the forefront of the
new-age technologies, com-
munications minister Manoj
Sinha said today.

Vowing that India will “not
miss the 5G bus”, the minis-
ter outlined the country's
stridesin telecom over the last
five years, highlighting the
spike in data consumption,
broadband user base, and
low tariffs, but added that
ensuring safety and sover-
eignty of digital networks will
be a priority for the govern-
ment.

“While we are gearing up
for the next wave of digital
transformation, it is also
important to ensure the safe-
ty, security and sovereignty of
digital communications...It
isimportant that we focus on
security testing and estab-
lish appropriate security stan-
dards.We have recently start-
ed a state-of-the-art facility for

GAMECHANGER

» Terming 5G as a “gamechang-
er”, the communications minister
Manoj Sinha said that flagship
government programmes like Dig-
ital India and smart cities will ride

on 5G

» The economic impact of 5G is

expected to be over one trillion dol-
lars for India, and the consequent |
multiplier effect is expected to be
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that would make 5G a success

preparation of security assur-
ance standards, putting us
at the forefront of technolo-
gy,” Mr Sinha said.

The facility will work on
security requirements and
also facilitate development of
testing and certification ecosys-
tem in the country, Mr Sinha
said while speaking at India
Telecom 2019 expo organ-
ised by Telecom Equipment
and Services Export Promo-
tion Council (TEPC).

Terming 5G as a
“gamechanger”, the minister
said that flagship government

programmes like Digital India
and smart cities will ride on
5G.

“The economic impact of
5Gisexpected to be over one
trillion dollars for India, and
the consequent multiplier
effectis expected to be much
more,” Mr Sinha said.

He underscored the need
for promoting investments
to build underlying infra-
structure that would make
5G asuccess, and added that
a working group has been
constituted to initiate imple-
mentation of recommenda-

tions of high-level forum on
5G that had submitted its
report in August 2018.

Mr Sinha also said that
the government is in favour
of policies and regulations
thatwill facilitate development
of 5G-based technologies and
services. “To ensure that we
are able tolaunch 5G services
inIndia alongwith the world,
we have established 5G test
beds through industry-acad-
emia partnerships, and we
expecttrials tobe conducted
over the next 12 months,” he
said.

India will position itself
asa “globally synchronised par-
ticipant” in manufacturing
and development of 5G-based
technologies, products and
applications, Mr Sinha added.
In her address, telecom sec-
retary Aruna Sundararajan
noted that connectivity needs
of developing and developed
markets were different.

“Our challenges are dif-
ferent...we need telecom
networks to deliver inclu-
sion, basic services, to connect
the unconnected, and serve
the under served,” she said,
adding that India, with its
technological prowess
and manufacturing cap-
abilities, is keen to partner
other nations who are look-
ingfor affordable and robust
digital communications solu-
tions.

Mr Rajiv Mehrotra, chair-
man of VNL Ltd, highlighted
the need to bridge the digital
divide between rural and
urban areas through con-
nectivity solutions, and said
that opportunities should be
created for promoting indige-
nous telecom equipment
manufacturing.



