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There areno constitutionalﬂuﬂ@al..barﬂem preventing the fina nce

mims&erfrom proposing L‘hanges imaxlaws sayexperﬁs

mmsuamu
n Febmaryl when interim
O Finance Minister Piyuish Goyal

i

stands up to present the

Interim Budget in the Lok Sabha, he
may enter a grey zone in constitu-
ﬁoﬁalflawit‘heweratoprﬁposelafger
scale changes in tax laws.

Though there is nolaw under the
Constitution preventing him from
doing so, there is none backing the
government’s move either, if they
decide to bring in statutory changes in
tax laws, say constitutional experts

“'mémisnolegalbazrmrotwn-

stitutional prohibition which prevents:

the government from proposing
changes &MB udg?;:x codes whéimlt
presents during an elec-
tion year. The government is well
Mmﬁsﬁghtsmﬂusumd itonly
Dtepos ; the Budget. 1t is actually

by Parliament,” notes
l ha‘nkamam, professor of public:
Bt governance at the University
oi?qmmouﬂl School of Law. i

it would propose changes
the direct tax code has assur
importance in me*walaenfammmmt
made by Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley. Spe
nelon January 17, Jaitley had said that
?nugh  the imerlm Budget will be
in the existing convertions, is
_contents would be dictated by eco-

hheday?ﬂm‘!aitleyﬁawmvisedrest,
the onus to present the Budget pro-
posalshas fallen on Goyal.

The question of whether the gov—

@10 atelevision chan-

nomic compulsions and realities of gove

(Going by conventions, most gov-

ernments in the past haye refrained
&ompmpusmgxﬁmmhangesinthe
Income-Tax Act in the interim
Budget. While st tal governments:

" have tinkered with indirect taxes,

most finance miﬁtstm’s have kept
income tax rates unchanged in the
lntéﬁmBudget. '

Experts point out that it does not
make sense to announce policies that
will continue only for the next two-
three months. “It is best to give the
incomingg@vergmen:a cleanslateto
. makeﬂ'eshpa ggé says Darn,

ectio srgaris da:mnntqﬁiike;

“ifon "mﬂsonlvma&m any
‘can bring a Budget or"‘

the financial year at any time.

However, if you fead Article 112 with *
zﬂrﬁﬂ‘e 33’ lt makes things clearer,”
arya. Article 112 gives the

gov mmeut'uhe power to present

“annual financial smteme«nt,]mbwn as
Budget, charged to the Consolidated.

Fund of India. It is in thisfs’tatemen:

matmegpvemmentpmpmﬂ;e pol-

“So, atrheendoﬁheterm. ifthem
is no ggvetgmnt, a full

majatof smepinge ar

mmandatorﬂy‘ Election Commission could only

end on the campietien of five years.

laws in the forthco ";s"imar-r_ appi

‘sayﬂxperts -

As_Dm poiuus out, the Elesﬁon

duet is in piace. the

direct thegevamment. "But asamat-
ter of law, the Commission cannor

teally fotce _ﬁ;g government to obey,”

\charya points out tha:

‘ﬁeﬁs te émy such chapg&s s the,

ce it Is with his or her

;Meﬂfildramekvdse. be*pméd to
bemm ea lawa

ex % im Budget. The changes could be
ma\magﬁla sa&?ﬁ;ﬁa& m’aﬁ: alangmhe lines: ofclarfﬁ’eati ons
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