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Increase Of
71% Qver Last
Yr's Number

New Delhi: Income tax re-
turns filed in 2018-19 sp far
showed a significant surge,
totalling 542 crore, an in-
crease of T1% over the pre-
vious vear, the tax depart-
mentsaid on Saturdav.

The increase points to
improving compliance on
the back of several measu-
res undertaken by the go-
vernment. The pgovern-
ment’s decision to impose a
penalty on anyone filing re-
turns after the deadline of
Aungust 31 may have pro-
mpted more people to file
their annual financial state-
ments. The government had
parlier extended the deadli-
ne to file returns by a month
till Angust3l.

The total number of in-
come tax returns, filed elec-
tronically up to Aungust 21,
wasbh.42croreasagainstthe
previous vear's 3.17 crore.
Almost 34.95 lakh returns
were uploaded on August 31,
thelast dateof the extended
deadline for filing returns.
the tax department said.

A remarkable increase
was seen in the number of
returns in two categories —
returns filed by salaried in-
dividuals as also those avai-
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5.42 crore I-T returns
filed as deadline ends

ling the benefit of the pre-
sumptive taxation scheme.

The total number of ere-
turns of salaried individual
taxpayers flled till August 31,
increased to 3.37 crore from
2.19 crore returns flled do-
ring the corresponding pe-
riod of 2017, registering an
increaseof L18Crorereturns,
a growth of nearly 54%.

A sharp increase has be-
en witnessed in the number
of returns e-filed by per-
sons availing the benefit of
Presumptive Tax, with 1.17
crore returns having been
filed up to last date compa-
red to 14.93 lakh filed up to
Aupust3l, 2017.

The increase in the num-
ber of returns reveals a mar-
ked improvement in the level
of voluntary compliance of
taxpayers which can be atiri-

buted to several fac-
tors, including the
impact of demoneti-
sation, enhanced per-
suasion and educa-
tion of taxpayers.
“Thisis indicative
of an India moving
steadily towards a
more tax compliant
society and reflects
the impact of conti-
nuous leveraging of
technology to impro-
ve tax-payer service
delivery,™ the tax de-
partment said. The
number of people fi-
ling returns is sub-
stantially higher
than the number of
people who pay inco-
me tax — Oover one
crore returns decla-
rezerotax liabilitv




