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Dispelling speculationi that
the NDA regime had lost
focus on family planning,
Union Health Minister JP
Nadda on Tuesday said the
issue can’t be a political slo-
gan but efforts are on under
Parivaar Vikas Mission to
bring the fertility rate below
three per cent in 147 dis-
tricts in seven states.
“Family planning cannot
be a political slogan but it
is very much part of our
mission so that the total
fertility rate (TFR) can be
brought below three per
cent in the 147 districts,”
he said while interacting
with media persons. He
said family planning ‘was
part of the Parivaar Vikas
Mission which can be
achieved only with the
consent of all stakehold-

“ers. “We have adopted a

holistic approach and by
2030 we are keen that we
are able to achieve stabili-
y,” said Nadda.
Elaboratmg further, Nad-
da said the endeavour was
to increase the choice  of
contraception but lately
people had shown a prefer-
ence tgwards using
injectibles as part of family
planning. He says family
planning was ‘something
which cannot be run as a
slogan but work has to be
done at the ground level.
The government figures
indicate that the national
TFR of the country was 2.3
per cent in 2016. It is high-
est at 3.3 for Bihar, fol-
lowed by 3.1 in Uttar
Pradesh Delhi has the
lowest TFR at 1.6 followed
by Himachal and Jammu

On Bllaspur AIIMS

lNadda said he was very
keen that the Al-india
Institute of Medical Sci-
ences (AlIMS) proposed
at Kothupura in Bilaspur
comes up at the earliest.
He said the work on con-
structing the boundary
wall will begin next
monwth and after
approval of maps and '
building plans, the con- -
struction would begin by
December.

®The classes at the
Hamirpur Medical Col-

" lege would begin from
this academic session
as the letter would be
issued within this ‘week
e Himachal Govern: = "
ment to start the
process for admissions.

and Kashmir with 1.6. The. '
TFR was as high as 4.2 in

Bihar in the year 2006,
which has now declined.

Nadda said 1.5 lakh sub °
primary
health centres would be -
transformed into heaith
and wellness centres to
comprehensive .
primary healthcare servic- -

centres and

provide

es. This would provide

health coverage up to to -

Rs 5 lakh per family per
year 50 crore people. He
said thrust was on mother-

child care, immunization, '

eliminating diseases and
ensuring affordable. and
quahty healthcare.
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that the Centre was working on long
term plan to curb the prices of petrole-
um products and prices were likely to
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